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Áxel Yenner-gren 
SweÏÏish 'Sr'm^ -In^ustry 
Slectrolux 
F» M» Goering 
S» S» Athenia • 

tl.,:-.:.: , . yiiSi/ljk/ín 

1» A conference toolt place over tke paét between the 

writer and a contact in tke United States'^ _ 

2» Certain matters concerning the above-raentioneá míin, muck of 
^ which kave been alraady reported, when pXaced in order and in 

~1. connection witk other matters appear to us to indicate the 

desirabiXity of an invostigation» 

3» Tke aequence of events is as foXXowat 

(l) AxeX Wonner-gren was a etu^é^t in Gernany» 

(ll) X9X4-X9X6 - Áxel I7enner-gren, a Swedish subject, made 

considerabXe profita aa the reouXt of the 
war and becane weaXthy» The Swedes loere 
generaXXy pro-German» 

Tke^XectroXux Company, AktieboXaget 
SXectrolux of StockhoXm, waa organised into 
ita preeent form» FuXl reports on thia h'ave 
been given elsewkere» AxeX Uenner-gren ia 
tke principaX atockhoXder and exercised 
active controX untiX quite recentXy» Tke 
Conpany had branckea in Gernany, SwitserXand, 
France, SngXand, etc» Tkeae have now becoue 
aeni-independent oubaiáiariea, the Swedisk 
Company being a holding concern» 

According to tke Xaat annuaX report, not onXy 
haá tke EXoctroXux intereata not héen inter- 
fered mitk in Gormany^ , but.,the'\cérman 
^pjpo subaidiary paid subêt’ariti'aX di'vidends to the 

i.>fei5Tf?0Yï:D sv^ediak hoXéing company in Ger-^n aundru . 

14SEP 15 1970 bonda» A ' 

RECOB,DED & INDEXIB / V/íjC-/L ,. ? ■;.5.. 

There ia a Eugo ïïenner-gron in^Sgr-^in who 
ia general manager of a oompan'ý kaking pXas^éio 
radio cabinets» Jle is reported hy my' infgrmaktta- 
in BerXin and Zurich to have a high reputatio 
but tkey do not know whether he is reXateá 
to ÁxeX T/enner-gren» 


X9X9 - 
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(n) 



In consequence of paragrapka (I)-(lV) 

(a) AxeX Wenner-gren kas aXmost unmatched 
saurcés/ df information» 


'm 







(b) On ihe oth 

to be a leakare of infomation as to his 
oiijn aotions» 

Kote in this conneotion that all foreign 
ooncerns laith offioes in fíemany are 
pemeated by agents of Bibbentrop aná 
Hiwnler* These agenté are not only in 
the officea in &emany but in thoee 
abroad» 


húfiá' is alwoet oertain 


(VII) Ázel Benner^gren is also a principal in a large 

C^eúish arms industry* Be is therefore financially 
interested in the ufar and would profit by its 
inoeption and continuance» 

(VIIl) Just as the mar began, Áxel ïïenner»gren left 

hítookholn in his yaoht "southern Croeo" taking 
aboará a much larger supply of gas and oil than 
was necessarym 

(ll) In Septo'mber the'‘'"'Áthenta" oarrging many Anerioan 

passengers mas aunk at sea by an ezplosionm 

(X) Ázel Xenner-gren in his yacht wao on the scene at 

the tirnem 

(Xl) The afnking mas inuesiigated by the t7m íU Ambassador 

to gnglandm The oonolusion reached was that tke 
"Atkenia" kad been sunk by a subTnarinem Thcro was 
no iáentification of the subrnarinem The Oeman 
press acGusêá the British Adniralty of the attackm 
The Britiah press aoou&ed the Oeman Aduiraltym 
Both áenieá the aocusationm 

Note « Other ainkings have not been denied by tbe 
Qerman Aániralty* 

(Xl) (a) One result of tke sinking mas to haráen the 

áetemination of the Brttieh Xmpire to 
prooeed mith the tmrm 

(b) From this moulú result mre profibs 
interested neutraïsm 



(c) Therefore it wqulá have been to the advantage 

of an interested neutral to sink tf.e "Áthenia*" 

(á) This woulá be even nore so if the resuï'b had 
been to inoolve the United ctatesm This would 
have áecreased neutral risks aná increased 
their profitsm 


The Ám©rieú,n powcrs apart from thc ilnitcú 
Statm haá no intercst involved a& Êritain 
anê .Franoe and wúuld take al2 th$y ooulá ^ 

êell • 

(/) It íê Gêntain tkai no Vniteá Statês êubmarin& 
oank tke^^Aihenia’* aná praGtioaXIy cortain 
that m ÊUBêiam oubnarinc diê bo* 

(g) It Í3 unïíkély tkat any Italian oubmarine 
did $0 in viem of eubBequent evmtê and 
áeoïarationêt 

(h) It ia unltkcïy that any SGmáÍnavtm navy 
ëubmrine did oo* The poesibility rmains 
that a SGanéinavian pirate sub&arine K?at 
reBponêÍbïe* 

(i) , fhê moêt interesteó Soandinavian neutraï iê 
/ Axel Wenner^gren* Moreover, he is apparentïy 

/ the onïy Soandinavian neutraï fínanciaïïy ahïê 
/ to take suúh attíon* 

O) / 

4« I íoat informeá/ last week that the U* S» lovernnent chartereú Gertain 
ships to brtnd baok Anerioan oitisens from Europe» One of tkese 
mas the S» StJ^iIroguois»** 

Oi) Adniraï Raeder advised the ïïnited States NavaX áttaohe in 
Berïin to $&u that the ^^lroguois'* mouïá neet the same fate 
as the **Atkenia»^^ 

Note (a) that tk& ádmiraï gave no ináication that the 

êinkifig mouïd be by a Cerman or an Áïïfed êubmarinet 

(b) tkat he ootiïá kme obtatneá tke informatiom /rom 
a spu in súue concern mhioh was interested in the 
sinking» 

(o) that at ïemBt ome of ásreï Nenner-gren *s oompanu*ê 
kas úfftoes in úermany, 

(á) thut tkere are therefore leman ar-ents throuokout 
hiB conoernB» 

(@) tkat any pïanê ke had wouïd thus be known to 
Aámiral Meder* (see 3* (fl) (ú) above) 

(jji) The Uniteá Stateê Vovernuent thought ihat tbis mas an 

attenpt to break the U* S* Mavaï Code sinoe the Áttaohe 
isouïd use thia to radio Washington and knowing the contente 
of the nessage the Cermana nicht reacb the Hey to the code* 

Tke matter mas homeverp^f^^^^s if the marntng mere 
genuine - a convoy nothing happened* 
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(I) ÁsQl Wmn&r-grm haát 

faj á motiue for the "áijhenia'* einhingj 

(h) A rêoorá mhioh ináicatoe that the notiue might tíe 
BUfficient^ 

(o) Ábility to liatí® the ainking offeQteúí 

(á) Ábility to knois of tho Bailing of the uessel aná itó 
routej 

(e) Á yaoht on the soene of the einking at the tino of 
tho sinHing» 

(IJ) ïïe then kaue Aániral naeêer^B ^arning indicátingi 

^ (a) That sone peraon haá the intentton of repeating tke 

aotion^ 

(»} The posGibilÍty ttat Ádntral Saoêer kneto of a pirate; 

(cj The extrema unlikelihood of the esietenoe of tm 
piratQó; 

The virtual certainty that if Axel Wenner»gren were 
involved hi$ plano mouM become known to Aániral 
Raeáeri althounh the obviouê favor with mhich Wenner-» 
gren is h@ld in úermany moulá prevent hie name from 
being áÍGcIosed/ 

Presence of ïïsnn&r-gren *ó yacht in the ïïorth Atlantic 
at the time of Ádniral liaeáer’^s warning» 

S» It is to be noteá» aíthough not neceaóarily aa a related faot 
that Fielá Uaróhaïl/lítrnanMoering i§ saiá to have large gweáieh 
intereató» If this is sOf it is certain ihat tkerc áre eomo 
contaots between hm aná ifenner^gren* i oubmarinc coulá have 
been obtained throLgh him an& áistinguishing marhe reuoved* Jn 
this connoctian n&te that'a relative of Coering*s named John 
'Í^Bishopf aliae SVan'A^ÍóOhofff waó last- sumner worhing across 
Candá(T‘’"as saleoman for an Cnglish vaouun oleaning nackine • 
^^(Eleotrolusíjv \ 



7* There are altogether too many lcoincidenoes aná t?íe investigation 


íhoulá be puraued* ’/e needt 


(a) 

(^) 


\ 

. 


Á oúmplete híBtory o/ A:^ú\ ïïmmr^pr^en} 

I 

Oontaots in Swedish Bhipy^rl 



(c) Contacts with the crew of kis yac'.t now in the •'■est Ináics; 


(d) Contaots with his ho^ 



t Massau, Bornuda» 


Jan* 3B fL040 0:40 



"ffiRNSRGR2N - ri‘J3SAU, B.'J.I. 


1. 'ilie iHQssase, óf vrliicli tr&oascript is attaelied, was latoly 
broaght to ray attentioa. 

2. In tiiis connection I enclose herewith extract of report 
froia my contact no. 1101. 

5. The name of the yaeht referred to as having rescued passengors 
from the S.S.ATHilClA was given at bhe tine by the press as 
the SOUTHiSN CROSS. This explains tho NAS3AU address. 

4. A porsnn named PiSTISRSON is mentioned in the *’Tlie Brown ITotwork” 
as having boen an associate of HAAG. There is nothing ftowever, 
to identify the Feterson naae in the mesaage with any such 
agent. 

5. I am taking steps to obtain more information concerning 
'.SRNTRGRiíïN and .‘lidlCTROLUA through my usual sources. 


December 18, lOSQ 









YlÁ MARCONI 


935Ny R BERLIN 24 2 1345 

WENNER GREEN SOTJTEIERN CROSS NASSAU BERf.í[UDAS 

SKALL KOEPA SKOLPLAN UTBILDA FLERA FLYGIRE (M PENGAR 

DISPONIBLA INITIATIV FRAN DIG SKALL VAECKA NY OFFERVILJA 



HSLD 1142 AM Deff 2 /39 


935 NY R BERLIN 24 2 1345 VIA MARCONI 

WENNER GREEN SOUTHERN CROSS NASSAU BEHMUDAS 

SHALL BUY TRAININGPLANE MORE FLYERS IF MONEY AVAILABLE 
INITIATrVE FROM YOU WILL AWAKEN NEW WILL IF SACRIFICE ON 
PART OF PETERSEN 


SCHWEDENAB. 





f s. 


1 \ 


- 33Gni? 


’TSIÏÏIEH-GREIT, iUCSL (rSmiERGHEIT) - F/iSSAU, B.VÍ.I, 


Reference is laaS© to report of Deceitiber 18th enclosine 
report by contact no. 1101. 

ï.y contact no. 11 has eiven nie by telephone the re 
of which copy ie attached. 

Noto name ao nov/ eivon '.’SIfTjiE-GRHIT. 


Decoiabcr 20, 1939. 


1250 hrs. 
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ra®®ï-GI^ AXBL 





tí^BSw!lt was born in Sweden in 1881. He attended the University 

sLo^ f POMERANIA. GBEMAITY and thereáfter a commercial 

school in GEBMAWY at which time he learned to speak the language. 

returned to SWEDm and became head of the SWEDISH SEPARATOR 
COMPAMY. He canie to NEW YORZ in 1908 and entered business. He was foráerly ^ 
c aiman of the board of ELECTHOLUX. He was succeeded in June 1938 by^he 
present c^irman m. GROPP. but is believed to have retained a large inteíest 
His name is not, however, shown as one of the directors. He is the actual 
head of the ANGLO-PRBNGH BA-NKING CORPORATION since 1936 and through this lie 

1 

SsQÍ^oftL^ATS^^A^®®'' SOUTHBHN CR0S3 at the time of the 

resQue of the ATHSNIA passengers. , 

at^AsLu!^^ September 19th records the arrival of the SOUIHEaM CROSS 


December 20,1939. 
1255 hrs. 
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í 

; 

í 




‘Sfiessp 


WENKER-GREN, AXEL - NASSATJ.BiW.I. 


ELECTROLttX 


1. Referance Is made to reports of December 18th and 20th, and 
especially to statements made therein concerning interest of 
MR. AXEL iWENNER-GREN in ELBCTROLUX. 

/ 

2. The following appeared in TIME MAGAZINE th‘e week of SEPTE^ffiER 
llth, 1939. 

'^AXEL LEONARD WENNER-GREN, 58, a tall, vigorous, pink-cLeeked 
extrovert who speaks a dozen languages, is called »Reekl;feiliB 
of Sweden’ because he gave #7,500,000 for a research institute, 
#100,000 for anti-aircraft batteries to defend Stockholm. The 
BOFORS GORÍPANY which make antiaircraft guns, is largely his. 

So is most of the world-wide ELECTROLDX COMPANT (refrigeration, 
vacuum cleaners). His lady is from Kansas City, Marguerite 
Liggett who studied opera, singing in BERLIN. His yacht, one 
of the world's largest, was once owned by Flier Howard Hu^es.” 

3. TheELECTROLUX interests are very wide spread, the maln BÉRLIN 
office being at TEMPELHOP, OBERLANDSTRASSE 38, The main -SWISS 
offlce is at URANIASTRASSE 40, ZURICH. On the SWISS diréetorate 
appears the name HARRY GILBERT. FALKNER who is stated to be 
BRITISH and living in/STOCKHOIM. ' 

4. A HUGO WENNER-GREN íives in BERLIN, at KUHFURSTENDAMI 63, No 
evidenice has so far been obtained as to his conneotion with 
AXEL WENNER-GREN or with ELECTROLUX, but this is being followed 
up. 

5. It is evident that owing to his extremely wide spread interests, 
MR. \?ENHER-GREN has almost unmatched facilities for collection 
of information. 


December 27, 1939 





1535 hrs 



€ 






VMTSR-GRSÍT, .aXSL - Ni\S3AXT, B.V/.I. 


1. Furtlier to reports on the abovo mentionod, a highly placed 
infonnant tells lae that until quito recontly this person 
v;as regardGti as highly suspicious by persons in Great Britain. 


S. TTe belioves tlmt at presont .7iáIÏÏER-GRIi!íl*S attitude laay have 
changed. 


DocGmber S8, 18S0 






Extraít froia no 


1101 


"One house, for instance, called 0316 Lynch Jstate on Jtlog Island, 
across the harbour from ITassau has been let for the season for 
Ol5,000 to I'r. Ternergren. He is, as you know, the big Gwedish Indust- 
riaí Eian, connected with iHectrolux, and it was his yacht that picli^^ 
up some of the Athenia survivors.'* 


Cecember IG, 1039 










é é 


a:ci3L 

;73n:.SR-GHiis:, hggo 

1. ReforsncQ is mde to report of December 18th, 1039, 

S. Tíie cable Bientionod theroin was roported to the sonder as 
undelivered as it was sent in error to BIíIHíUDA. The serviee 
messaee was also undolivered as tho conder had loft BiáRLIIT 
for HOR7AY, 



January 10, 1940 
ICOO hrs. 





^^TISR-GHiíIí, iUiiiL 
TEI-IÍTSR-GRSiT, HUGO 



1. ReífoTCiice io raade to report of Deceraber S7th., 1959, coiiceriiiiig the 
abov'j '..i':;ntionGd persona, 

S, HTJGO TZHíiïlR-GREM of BERLIN is the- principal ov/ner óf ”IS0PRÏ333SRIT” 
a cciapany raal-ing radio cabineta of unbreakable giass, He is a 
proporty ovner in nlSITLIH, 

3, ál'JiIL /I2IIL3R—GRiSH is not knewn in BERLIIJ either as a relative or as 
un ovrner in this enterprise. 


Januaiy 15, 1940 


1640 hrs. 





V/SI®ÍS)R-GIUáN, .\:'DSL 


1. riGferoRcc is made to report of Janiiary 15th on tho abovo porson. 


2. Herewith pleaso find report on HLSCTROLUIC COr'PANi in ST^]33, in 
v;hich company the above mentioned nan has a very laroo interest. 

See my report of Deceaiber 27th, 1939; also, a report on the SVíTISS 
subsidiaiy. 

3. The follovíinf^ is an abstract from another report datod I'ay, 1939, 
on tho samo concern:- 

, " To avoid trude rostrictions the coiapany organized subsidiaries in 

ISngland, France, Gemany, U.S.A., Canada, Demaark and Australia. 
t For tho disposal of its output the concern has set up a v/orld-wido 
' selling orcunization. 

Electrolux foundod in 1910 and in 1923 a Holding Oompany v/as organizod 
for the various production, selling and liconcee subsidiaries. 

/ Specialized at first in the raanufacturo of vacuum cleanors in which 

branch thoy bocamo xvorld loaders. Later addod wash-machinos, filtors, 

. etc. to its products. 

Pcdd dividonds evon during the deprossion years, for althoucdi the 
Sorvel Co. (Licenceeo in the U.3.A.) did not do very good business, on 
account of economic conditions in tho U.S.A., the othor suboidiarios 
j offset this itom. 

. Businoss in th<i cux’rent yenr has beon tpod. Tïre buoiness prospects of 

j tho firra, though it has a firr; forrndation, is hlghly solvent and 

I practicallj/ dobt-free, depend vory largoly on political dovQlorii'.ents.«" 


4. You will note that this coacerii offers romarkable possibilitief: for tho 
transfer of information. It seerrs highly desiratle that we should have 
further details as to I!H. /SlïïER-GRIíT*3 atítlvities durinr the last '■'/ar'^ 

i 


January 22, 1940 


1C20 Iirs 





Financial Developments: 

1937 


^^5 

1954 

1933 

1952 

1929 

Gross operating profits 








Mill.S.Kr. 

8.4 

8.4 

7.8 

7.2 

6.8 

6*1 

7.4 

Capital Income Mill.S.KT. 

3.1 

2.8 

2,8 

2.0 

1.5 

2.6 

2.9 

T6tal Receipts *• « » 

12.2 

11.9 

11.2 

9.5 

8.6 

8.9 

10.3 

Net Profit " " 

9.2 

8.9 

9.9 

7.9 

7.2 

7*0 

8.5 

Dividends per share S.Kr. 

10.0 

10.0 

10 — 

9.- 

8.- 

8.- 

9.- 

Dividends per share % 

131/3 

10 

10 

9 

8 

8: 

9 . 


In 1937 the turnover increased considerably (85^ in the He^igerator Department) j 
on account of the increased cost of operatlon in the parent COTg>any, however, 

It did not result in profits; the capital income, however, which consists 
chiefly of dividends from the subsidiaries, points to the fact that a proflt 
did result. 


The dividend of 10 S.Kr. per share was malntained on the redemptSion in cash of 


reducad joint stock 


Hate Fluctuations 

In Genf- 



1939 

1937 


(up to June 



9) 



186 

253 

Lwist fr* 

142 

187 



1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 . 

1932 

244 

147 

124 

119 

1Q2 

145 

UO 

102 

8Í 

( 

80 



S.Kr. aach - personal 

M n » 


I 


Zurlch^' June 11, 1938 



Financial Investikation Departmen 




Yotinr Privlletr^ea ; Sharoo A - 1 votej Sharoo - l/lGCO vote. 


Oiviá.-,ná3 for 10?.?: IS.S?,’ (10 S.Kr.) 

^uotation for xi. Shareo in Genf on .Tyne 9, 1038 - 155 Fr. 

B. Shares aro alco quoted in ’GtocIáioln and in 



Lonlon», 


R.^vomio on tho baoia of an exchunGe rate of 112 - 


7.rp (coupono tax 


f 

taz-froe J 



’ Tiio Corapany va:i organiseól in 1910, ana in 1923 it vaa chanced to a noláinr 
Oonpany exclusi'veljr. TlrG c.riginal product of the concern, th>e vaouun cleanGr, 
en.ioyod a constantlj.- iucreacing denand as tino rrent on, so that rílectrolus 
nov oc.xupies a iG'aiinr noaition in tho worl.l nurkot, For somo yeorc iast th 
concoru has heen intorested i n tho manufacturG of :ofrii*erators, oloctrical 
Flcor—./axinf^ Hachin. 33 , (Tish-r'achinos, lotc. .’i'í.ile proviously production yac 
l.ir'iitGi alraost excluoivoly to nïreden, trade policy considferations Kado extonsí 
,international decontralization of production inporativaj to-day thGre are 
faetories in Germany, Jncland, i>rance, oanada, Denmark and Australia* In the 
U»3.A. Dofrigerators are being p.anufactured throu£^ the interuediary of oervel 
Inc., licenceeo. To increase distribution, tho Floctrolïix has set up a world- 
;/ido calos orcanization. 


GtiEuary of i.inancial Ror.:>rt3 In riill. g.iar. 





1957 

19S6 


1937 

IC'SC 

InvostHents 

14 »G 

15,4 

Joint Stock 

45.0 

60,0 

ReserveD 

31.9 

81.0 

Keservoo 

36.1 

30.0 

Debtors 

40.9 

41.0 

Oreditorc 

7.2 

C.l 

Sccuritios 

1.4 

1.0 

Redenptiono 

12,. 0 

10. ti 

Cash 

12.0 

30,8 

Yarious Liabilitieo 

1.0 

. 0.1 

Total Asoeto 

101.3 

107.7 


101.3 

107,7 


At tho ond of 1937 sharos were rodeGiaed on the basis of 25A of thc origi’ 
noiainal v'ilue of 100 láronon. Ilotv/ithstanding tlie disbursemont of 15 ni. 
S.IZr. in stock redenption', the solvency of the co^any is still high* . l 
c.Dnnany decided to take this step in spitc of inventory and *' 




Report on ulectro-Lux Go. Ltd., Zurich 


To ?.!r. R. Lang, 

76 Sonneggstrasse, 
Zurich.. 


L'') 


The coiapany is 
date of May 29, 1922. 



December' 2v 


legister of the Canto'n pf Zurich unh 


ïhe oríginal Statutes of the company dated from March 28, 1922 and were It 
revised on February 2, 1934. The duration of the company is not limfhed. 
is organized for the purpose of raahufacturing and selling electrical ahd 
other apparatus, and in particular household appliances. The- joint-stock amouuuiu. 
to 1,000,000 Fr. Distributed among ,2000 personal shares of 500 Fr. each. The 
legally required notices appear in the Swiss Official Trade Gazette. The manage- 
ment comaittee consists of 1-9 members. At thë present time the members of this 
p-committee, are:- 

Dr. Joseph Henggeler, attorney, of TJnter-Aegeri, now in Zurich - President 
Dr. Carl Wiesendanger, attorney, of and in Zurich; 

Harry LÍlbert Faultoer, Director-Gêneral, British citizen, in Stockholm. 

Rudolf SChwehk, Austrian citizen, in Zurich - Director; ] 

Dr. Arnim Schaufelberger, of VJald,-4h Thalwil, ) 




Hand Stuchelf, of and in Zurich 
The aforsmentioned persons sign in twos, jointly. 


) 


Joint Proxiesí 


The firm opened a branch in Í3ern in November 1935, under the name of *»Electro- 
Lus Filiale, Hern’* (E.L. branch), which, however, closed down on October 31, 1939, 

According to information in the Official Trade Gazette tmêer date of June 17, 

1938 the Electro-Lux Co. Ltd.ljf in Zurich revised its Statutes to conform with 
the new Bond regulations established at a general shareholders* meetihg on 
í!arch 4, 1938, according to vyhich the resolutions of the company previously 
phblished were modified to make provision for sending company notices to share- 
holders by direct mail. The Managing Gomraittee can, instead of or in addition 
to this method of comraunication, arrange for notices to appear in the Swiss 
Official rrade Gazette as the Corapany’s official organ of publicity. 

Further we refer you to the Expose furnished you in person on the subject of 
the parent Company in Stoekholm, as well as to the Annual Report left with you 
for study. 
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Mrap AXlans • ^ , 

JKCNb^CS ^ j 

^ow U'ú ïho .bonRhA* closo but i't blow up» Trio 80*call9<l on.6 iiund» 

pod •nilon dollar syndicate of Anopican businesspan, which had talkad 
biA since the inaugupation of lianuel Avila^GaBacho,' had 

wltMia ita fpásp sone Xat railway and highway constpuction contpacts from | 
tho Mfcen governiaent» A syndicate soupce said the contracts totaled 
$1781000,000 inolttding $40,000^000 for railroads, thé pest to go for high- ' 
ways conpletely separte, it was said, fxom the three year $30,000,000 U«S,\, 
finaaced Pan^Amerlcán highway project, provisAnns for Wnich were put ttaroui^' , 

last Rovenber; ' / | 

Thinss were rolling along smoothly until a couple of nonths ago, It 

O 

was pêpopted that the syndicate bad enlisted support fpon Axei lenneS-Crea ^ | 

the «ysteriously mcving Swedish industrialï st and miliionare. Wenner- Gren^W 
interest^ in the venture was reported from ^yndicate soupoas to be 10,000,0^ 
pí«CiisU8out $2,000,000). Wenner-Oren had become ciose friends with Geni ^ 
*rtl» J^ehoi tíiilst.r oícoi»unlc««/?a " Í i 

«í tts co,.tr.ct.. HEREimS MASSIFIED^^ § 

Xbcn th. M.oir i.ll, «•nn.r-Oren^Sfif-^n^s^^Ktta^í^W^^K.tc á»p.rt- 
mntr Bu1i«contr«ct» íi.d li»cn lct, Mirkncn J^cd, ciiuliimnt rciuUcd, Bv»ry- 
tulnc wa» fro«cn hy «Mnin»ton'» mCv. bco.ttsc'>^cnncr-ar.n w«» to bave bccn 

■th. bíinclïwl »ourc» «f c.pit.1 fo» th. «yndlc^ In It» ocntr.ctlnB ' 

-- 

opcrntlon». íi . 

’ w^.r-0r.n;pr»t*»«»4 tb« stat» d»pfi#fiiiat»í.%liWl 

jtt»t Md d»n»»«W tMt rfMOB. b. »t.t»d or ^» st«to , 

4 ,p.rt..ntjU» wb. ,»»p.ct«t,, .tosd p«t. .W. 

IMk •nM»r*»»«d. WtwMdly Jm dtd nothinB bttt l» |wi|> Aportj^a|y^ » ~pr»p- ! 
•ritag tc tafwi n pwtciy prtTM» inttii»l»» in to _ 


iiirbate depart- 


ÍÓ& to sas ezACtt3>y 
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how'^Ae land 

Subgoquênt developiaents stlll beclouded in tbo hase from smokefilléí 
rooms but about 10 days ago thê syndicat«*g swath of contraq-ts was cancell< 
and it wag unaerstood that tiiere had been soiae ^rd feelings betwe en the 
^dicate ana the mi*i»try of cpmmunications, althougtr'syndicate-spurces 
protested ihat that was not true and even went so f/Sr aa to venture that 
with some refinancing they mi^ht be able to salv^é some of uie contracts* 
It is 4 uite possible that th,« syndicate's .©'riginal star-studded perso^ 
nnel has cnangea and that some reportea in.on/the ground floor are no Ipnge 
interestedi, ihat the syndicate^s futare operations in líexico may be are 
not yet clear, but certainly current actions have been curtaiied» ïhe one 
tangible thing that the synéicate had, a private xnvestment bank, called 
the Banco Continentd, has repbrtealy been sold to iocal interests, headed 
b John 0«c.onner, who contiwes as iiresident oi the organisaliion* 

After the «enner-Gren fin^cing fadea, Hastings endeavored to get Bey- 
nolds & Company, Hew ïork tato^bankers, to step in and they scnt a représ. 
entive here but for some reason ih« cimceilation of the -contracts came too 
feJt^ before. they had had a cnancé,..t<l study thi project in detail, 

ïhe 'rcóuipse can prob«bly be ^ectly attributed to ttíe freek« 

of WennejMSreïlé^^f^ds aiid the iacK of an aiternative financial stock pilé 
to draw form. ïbeViO^.^^y of poam^^^ 

tractg wag reagong for sgma ha • not been 

divulged» eyndicate so^|pe.>eÍort that about ten «illion dollars worth of 

thé original whs has been lot Mékican ContractOr* but thát the rest 

!•• still walting^ r' - - '' 


Actoí*Uy $li«,í(jni^cít*'#;h»urc ot íl.?8,0oo,opo-i. lí«li.v.a to b. 

. imi* ^tt.í Ott tix. tct.1 work f.U .Ughtly 

Kelow on. ,hi^r «4 .lWí^:.ÍÍbíït;r,. 


Wt^Mher the > •yi6idtdaáté_Mita JjlJ m. J.t c». i.. ‘i ^ 











the >'0 Y .11 be laore • Important roaá bullding ooxitracts let by Mexlco In the 
courr.e or thls year ^J^exloan governiaént omclals are prlvably hopeful that 
BDOther U«S« loan—apart froni the 30 mllllon on the Pan Ámerican Highway-^ 
oan he made. avaiiable £ot txiis other construction» 

Construction will probubly be concentrated on the Uesican v/est 

' r 

coast} speoii'ically on the highway Irom hogaleS} Arisona to Guadah^hra} which 
has a delinite military significance and value} ^ust as the U*S«-^aáida 
AlMka highway has. Ui^S* military authorities are said to favor this const- 
ruction^ . ' > 

I • 

The Uexican Kvgawrt argument is that for such a project} American gover* 
nment i'uixds should help. They mayé There are i'airly reliable reports float- 
' ihg ^around the communications ministry to the effect that Gen« Uaximino plans 
to go tó Ifcashington tnis spring*-in conriootion with Uexico*s highway and 
railway bullding projects« 

The syndicate has made no official sta'^ement recnetly and most of 

V 

I its memvers haye been conspicuous b their ^absence since the first of the 
year« Hastings is herti for the moment} aftermahlng a couple of hasty trips 
to the United States in connection with his negotiations• George Creel ' 

' is also here this week* Creel pexsonally ha^ repeatedxy disavowed any 

' direct connection with the syndicate altnough he has been a close friend 

I 

: of Hastings^ , 

The syndicate at one time had vaj^t ambitious plans for construction 

I ■ * ' 

of hotel chainS} service station cliainS} exploitations of tourist resortS} 

I ’ 

^ building of railboadS} including a rapid i^vansit. system begween Uexico City | 

I , i 

1 ana the nearby, popular resort town of Guejrhevaca} etc» j 


lAlenneivOren meanwhiie seems to be going\nothing b4t restlessly waiting* 

I 

Ue and his wife are ensconced ;in a siuaptu<|>us r^sidence on £1 Paaeo de la 
Reforma} uut wennerlKiren himaelf has maa^'\no statemont since his* protest 
against his biacklisting by tne state depa'rtment* 








ÏÍBiríiífill • A»eric«ii Bollliig illXl# is rcported rell«l>ly to be serlously 
'dRt^rcstéd; iik •rcctiag • X’ulXvl'leclged steol nanuXactiuriiig plant in 
Mcxiee w^ch will also de soa« Maniitaoturing of tin plate* Details ar« 
lacklng bwt soma announcenent nay be joade before the end of ilarch* Ihe 
vwitttre has the nod o£ both the «eS. and the Mexican government* 
MlSCfiLLAilX 

fftWy Anerlcan embassy is humiilng as it hasn’t been for soinBtÍjtte» 
Anbasaador Jíessersiuith is inciined to laake unschelulea tours through the 
now^ugc building, or xoake unscheduled telephone calls to certain offices 
and ofi'icers to "see how things are goiug*** 

£2iAX »«»plto the war, pronoters are pressing plans to have dog racing and 
horse racing tra.ks operating in the feaerai district beíore tnis s>.ring is 
over* It Bhould be maáe clear that wuxle parimutuel betting is legal in 
Maxi'co, other for*is of gambling such as roulett#, etc*, are not. 

One of the ^^ians obviously is to capifaiise ou tae faut tnat the war 
has rcstricted play & travel to this hemisphere and that kexico v/ili get 
har sharo.. It is n^ite j.ikely however that the romoters will find them- 
•alvas without neariy so many customers as tney's counted on becase tha war | 
is doing more than restricting travel for for pleasure to the hemisphere, i 
it has all but cut it down eltogether. lae^iico^s current winter tourist | 

season, while not a com*,leta failure, has falien far below that of last | 
•year and the summur soas^n coming up —usualiy the big season—may be //orse Í 
witb tires and gasoline ana cars Decoming rarities ana airi.iantís ana traiis Í 
carrying passengers with defense assigwuents, instead of tourists. Í 

Both dog racing and horse racing have oeen triea in Lne capital before i 
Uid faildé. 'ihe aitituae affeots Lue anii..als. 'inat is not an insuríiicuntable | 
vstacle but rather a ..u.tístlon oi careful ccnditloning. tíowever the kexlcm | 
ipulation of the federai district aj.one coula haraly support the tracks. 1 
ít wouid t ake tne t^urists. If tne tourl«t« A^^t4. —*.u., 4 . - E 






t 

tm c£ surviTln g* 

Neverthsless) there Is a chance the horse track at laast aay' gat sonia 
oiTlclal ravor* une o£ Pfesident hanuel Ayila CaMoho^s hohhias Is horiias« 
lioroover« it Is reportoa that Ben Smith o£ lïall Stroot and roputodly possca 
a Tormldahle iortunai has hecome interastad in the horse raclng venture aná 
inay lenii a hand^ 
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ShortlM @i30 JP* M* M» » mét$ mêmg@ 

wm imtërmptM th 4 f tmp^d&ing é/ ■th<& áth&níajt 65 

milêá &mg* fhis s&ufh@m■ Or&Sá w&$ mMing lÊ kmtêg $têm 011 
B $mt 0 / 3 b&ÍX@rB 0 $$& rmgh^ uiáibiZiiy /air* I>uê i& tka 
kêing @f ^se&teh** týp@ st$am &mM mt b« rai@ê4 
in thirú b&iXer mé the áthmia me nti remheé mttl 
iêO Á* M* Áll &/ th@ Athenia'e bm$& thaf cmM ée Iúmr &6 
he4 bmng but theg were metlg emmpeú* 

áhmt lúê persme mere $em flúating ehm-% »íih li/ 
prmsrmr$jf but mng &/ tfxêee mere ém4* 


fke Smthem cr&ee m&nemmreá almgeíêe mrtêm &/ ihe 
li/ê.b&ate^ taking &// their fhê gmht Imer&ê mme 

&/ hgr bmt $0 but éta put eeperal &/ h&r erm int§ # sem^wQrthg 
Áthënia hmt mú meé her t& piek up pmple fr&m tke $$&,■* Qm 
/mt&r u$ 4'0 r&eme ét/fimlt Tm& th&t all 0 / the mrpiu&re 
merê hemilM emteé &tth fuel @il mhteh mée thm êltpperg, mé 
hmrê tQ húMé Mmy &f the pa&$mger$ (mh@ keá k§m êêu*$iQk 
im têú) hM- 0» 0ii2i/ night eXêtheê mkiQh tere reeáíXg* ájípërmtlg 
me 4 / ike ÁMmia*ê /ueX tmkê m$ ruptBreé mê k@r êê&k@ mmá 
hmt$ mpereê mith eiX* 


fhe smthem creee piekeé up aëmt 3êú perêem »hQ 
mer§ Mt§r tr&m-ferreé te fhe Citg #/ 


fhê Áthenia smk mtthín etpkt §/ th$ S&uthsrm 


M^Lá$.Jmmísmm 

j fmm Mê twQ mmerêétiQme with Jfr» The 

fQlJêwing rsprmmt êtatmmtê m4@ himg #r »1? Qm Q&mJmiêm 
Qêmsrfíimg himg 


-ÍMÊÉBmM 


Áthmié ma» 
ÍmtermX $MpÍ9$iém 





‘mi 
iank$ 


•• I/ ui hmé $/ oe-rms g&mrMment mulé mé 
w»r I» # ' MMer^ ^ehelê^ MimXer ert sÍJ 

FMQWB 3 Q§rin§ ®«il mé ebptúmlg aámirm ftis» 

SeXíeuee Ftnne at mêêt ém h&Ié mt M stfstfes m^Imê 
fle#! gre&f msietmee* 






































































































BIFIC&TTOH 

iBi m 

im.TE OS- 07--2014 
BY: C:3W47B40 


LIBtMC 



MáíPóli 0, 1940 


^OO&D. 




Honorable Adblf A. ëerle, 7r. 
ássietant Socretary of State 
Depertiaent of state 
.Wáshlngton, D. C. 


nr. K. A. TaM . 


Coar Mr* Berle: 

' I thought you alght be Interested in certaln in- 
forBsatlon Juet recelxroá from a réliahle, but oonfiáontial, 
souroe. 

vlt 1)9 reporteá thet the Seeaish beavy armmeat 
Infiustry ie overwhelmed wlth orfiers for equipmont, a great 
fieal of whioh Is for export. The Infiustry ia capltaljlaea 
at S7,000,000 orotrns, anfi It is repbrtefi to have páifi a 
divlfienfi of eleven pereent. It is further reportefi that 
the value of stoclc. has increesefi 135 pereent pver previous 
quótatione. There is som® Inaicatlou that the heavy arma- 
ment Industry In Ssieaoa is linkefi »lth the Kohel group, 
although KTupp le infiireotly an iaïportant 8too]^16er.^^(^ j^j 

' / • V ' . - 'í.v ■ _ 

It Is obvious that the mneyefi laterests. ínívSwefi 
»111 liave much to gain by the contlnuanoo of thb isar^ they:: 
are s*epoftefi to be supplying both Gefmany aafi.'Plnlanl. It i,/ 
i8, oí course, neceesary for Oermaay to brisg'.th© ftnalsh 
waf to a concluBlon quickly, whlla It is to the iateres.t bíí 
those oonneetefi. witb the heavy armament Infiústry ín^sitêfiên-^ 


Cl.ASSÏFtEO^^^O _^r- y, I 

EXT E NDED n/« 

KEASOfi r-OR ^ 

FCtM, si, - - - - . 

OAm^^^VlEW Fon 
-IjÍaASSIFlCATIOM.... 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


M Í I r' KÏ ' ' ' 

# pi * 



Sj 


mMm 


■ Z. 



1 Í.&ÍS:ÍÍ.';'N.-'^;LS:Z-- 
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Honorable Adolf a. Berla, Jr. 1 « B 


Morcli 8, 1940^^^ 


to proloBg It. It ia reported that the wealthy i&tereéta 
ot GerjBany heve different ohje«3Íiv9s from the Reioh, and 
are pursuias tfcese objeotives ia their assooletlon elth 
A 2 .el ï?eaaer-Gr©n, o Sweáe,, %'ho seeáis to he oae of th® cba- 
trollias stochholáere in the Swefiieh ari!»EE©nt iBáustry. 

It i3 i*eported that Hersan Ooeriiig, one of the controUing 
figuree, Is ineliaefi to slfie with the wealthy paople of 
tSerniaBy and may hé fioable orossing his polltloal aesooiates. 

SÍBcerely your®. 


Boover 








LIBïMC 



Cccretary Lo tte r-reoident 
Iho vrhito irouse 
"achin.vtoa, B« C. 


Le&r 'leneral ,Jateoní 

I ttouvht you and the rrasldént tdcht he inter- 
ecteá in certain inforroition just reccived fron ix rellable, 
but confidontial, cource. 


It is reported that the rí.’cdish heavy arnanent 
/ industry ic ovorvAeltied Vïith orderc for eáuipn-nt, a pe:tt 
deal of Vvhich ie for export. The industry io capitnliacu 
i at 27.000,000 orowso, antl it is reported to have paid a 
dividend of eloven porcent. Jt is further reported that 
the value of stock has increaced 105 percent over provloua 
' cuotations. There ic coae indicatiea that the heavy arca- 
I nont industry ia Cv?eden lo linked vjith the Koh®! 

1 Rltfcíu.'^íh Kïupp io inairectly an irport.nt stockfcolder. jU) 



It l£! obviouc tfcat tfce cionsyeá intei'ccts in r;»cáca 
vïill havo ’ViUofc to ''•ain by tte coatinuanco of tho v;ur as tfccy 
ore rcportcd to bo cupplyinT, both Geroiony and Flaland. It 
ic. of courcoj neQccoory for Germny to bring. tfce Jlnnisfc 
wr to a conelusíoa >v.uic::ly, ;vhile it is to tfce intcreat 
tfcose OQnncoted «itfc the Ivcavy arisainent industry in rvjeaen ^ jyj 









aeaoral 


M^eh 8,. 1140 




HfJ 


to ^mXons ttê it ia ï*©p©ï?tt4 .tMmt. t&a .«ealtliy-iatertstsj^psí’^^^ 
oí Qovmmsr'mve éifftrtat .QfejQttlyts froa-tfc® l®4eM, ..aat ■ 
ar® .pttrBuia^. tM,©® ©toJMtÍye®'- ia. tiitir aisottttiott;, wiiíí ; ■. 

A3»l ■weaaór^rsa,.. a »®4®, wli®,■.©©#»■ .^ ¥e> 0 tt® eoa* ■ 

trolliag stoól^Mtr© .itt tlis Sw@4i®h'®raanttt;lttáustrý.' 

It 1® rs.porteO tMt HSaáa» Oótflng., ■oa® ®ff-‘tfcé, oonti'oíliag .' 
fflgares, is -ittollïtói-to''sii® wittt'■tl®.-w®altl^..:'fea|>l@,;Off^ 
aerjttsay «ni ms 0® iouttl®'eróssiag Ms.-piii'tieaiasseoiat®'®. .^... 

’. ■ Si'seerslý yomrs,. 

- Sá.g^X' . ÍÏ00701’ 
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2 . 


iteference'is made to prevlous reports. dn tlie abóvs B^ntioned person 
and álsO to mý report of today’s date, 9 lirs. / 

I giveiyOu below tranalation of cable received from Éay correspondént 
In SWITZERLAÍJD. 


I 


"'Kiei 



'EDISH n eays L-aiTO^ált, Industry is oyerwiiáliaed witb orders 
inucBnSóneý, exporting a great deal, capital 27,000,000 
crowns, divldend 115^, last/known prioe Btoek lS5?t. Glosely 
linked Nobel group altboup Krupp aleo Indirfctly importaat 
á|]^ehQlder|j among direotp^rs iOCEL WENNiSR-GIïffl..^ 

Íëtter." 


t Í3 qúite obmous from thc aboye that the moneyed Intoreéts in 
'SWSDlN'Will hawe aúch to Wln by continuance of the wár and áre now 
duppl^ng bot]%l!miC4iy/an^FliMD. x ' 


Íï 


4. Whil^l; as my other report indicates, ít is tb. the interest of 
GSïáiI^Sy to„ bring thé" war in FIKLAND to an,_endj.,qu:ickly, ánd indeed to 
bring'ány wár to an ond (piiekly , íii is tO, the'' íntei*est bf MR. WENNER- 
ORÍÍN and hÍB asaoci'atee tb prblong'.any war.^ ', 

5. The Indication is that the wealthy interests óf GMMANT have differant 

objécti'yes frbm the RIIGH, and are púrsutng.th 0 se objeetives in 
assqciát ion wtth mR» WlNNERiGBSÍJ. It would rfbllbw alciqst of necesslty 
tbat. GGÍBRING i3 Inclined to stand with veiy wealthy pedple and inay: be 
very well dóuble crOsslng his aasoeiates. * 


February 26, 1940 
945 'hrs. 
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^ v/ . 

3?sps®%s 

A» ' B» 'BgFaRS^ STOnKmTlff --- 



TM# vopy lar^ ^me ®at#rléls ©oiïeswt wn® iomé^: im I0fs* Its mpl%A ®.t t&s 
Qt éfSO^tOdd Ki»* aii4 ia ifif steiiteMasv is^liísé s l>#i»is 

&t l.#8OO«O0O j^* fQlimim laorwsa M mpittíl la If®, IfBl akaa XMf ^ 
dai>ital Is S4tf§0,000 glm & siitói^ twaé- ^ %4M«000 Ir* la Ifi^ 
ilw iNiaeaiiei lassaa. dafaatsíïraSi» S S/4^ iswÉ* 3Iaa4Í3a®?|.si6S 

Ireftt A» B« aad taa í»<it®b®r^teilí^ fto tssïi® wíuï eavarsê 

safseriftiaii* 

It I 3 th» asly ^asiQl ÍBteêtry »stteilisii®a ta its liatlrity 

Is mtf -rapÍM* Hgwavar* %te pjreiaetlaa mm%B%n ia tto mmfm%<mt 

of aoi otmt war j»%wial* isaaJti^Ba at@» a l&ps^ part ®f tiíaaa is 

sold ta l'orsitííaars» t% mm alao & Btml imMaef^ & £or «ts^fa o tools#' 

«Mé* ®a&@g serowa, wlaóola f#r loeowatir®®, te-aoters^ teolta» 
soims» 

fBs aofors Qttatas part of tts r» mtoriais fr« its wa |*®a «aA 

mtm (Saforior stoal oMm@ aietel)» tm l«at laporteït |>&rt «r tíila proteotloa 

is solá to m tMré 

« 

Tlro^^ii its affillat^ sooioty %m A* B» SotooJsrat • ®ipital aaft 

msBtvm - 4*000»00Q ir» %m mêÊm ^btelas f«4«r, #aa ^^ttoa, *asMlit®* si^ 
otii®r oxplosl'tfss» m£@ra eoatroJs oqmllf %m ti^tóffltorem má t«s iyitaist 
& lolis A« B« -* Ci^itai 4»SOO»OOd Sr* lff4 «®#lofii® msú. wortoaoÉ» TMs 
maatmtvkr&s olsotrie 8t« loo<®»tiwos, jmilmr ioo 4 s, ste®» tarfin®, Bioasi 

dailiass»’ 

Aa ©t^r sffiliateá e^&ny, iï-si^te mm^mm a» b, prmmm mmplmms 
for th» |as4t.sB ^rtwbísat* It ïm at %kê mná mf I9m é»fo§ mmmmm* 

ïa tte last 10 fam§ tte tefors iiaa^ «fooisllsoá 1» mmfmtmm <*‘f sati» 

&irsr&rt «^TUl» 



- 2 • 




tmiMB @aê of 1 ^ 3 $ t'm laaisfa memm^ wltli mTfm mr tot 

mmtmt^m oí oanaoni. sfw i%s Il.e#aa«3. tto ew^lt «fela.lasá bf fmmá mw 
'^Ss #]s^ toaál 'Ë»«a U£ 2»0 jsiliioas. 

oa tto 0 ve of ti® í^«at íiaip tjíï® EtípP» »«*!« i«íOW llHattetlag %m 
mmAt&imm ot immm «iott&iioaa 9i%h ti» Botef« 1» 'vim of «srstttiiiis 

tt ,aat>?at3* toeljSíMi 0 -* ooaatf'aotioa ** 'fcittía dXP«ri;»-30® o,* Its ílfáíffisfi oto. 
sgalast a íissffioat of #,300 tllif@3 br tte mStím for » ««ImI «aj.u0 of i,a9f,ui-0 


Er* 

aWtp 4tni3 to Its ststutii» tiio .Soroi® Rot i 0 laí 5 i ablo to eo«i® Ita 0« 
3 i«ar«Ki to » í'oyri^»iP, li tm, 1% 4a»Xt jltii tals «^«aikseins 3Ít5iatioa 


iy'or^atli^ a ap#oi&i -miêim* ttto ïfit#rtia#=^#n, ot tot# "e&. A^2i* 

Tiio»® la rtsaoa to btiiow tiat tbt ïï»mp Cmm»m »1».» foís«s««s 81í&ih»s 


leist it 8t?<®sál S6 tS.Í.1. tio eirt of IfS^. 

la %m pmipmlM &t %m t.iof<>rê to»r® «® &%m iiiarï»» of Vl§»i» fí* 

^Me&raaEo oao tïiio^ of 4li'«ot oo.^naetioa wtt* mMm, fictori. ^;Jor:íft 
tíst omi&m mm «lalas sníípoa of *eí1í^í®í* aa4 mm ©«ralsoa a co.ftfcÍii 


of aoedisfl'osgortsUoas of tímt 

Hof® s**o aosk® otisas* atatistloai dotiUl® os tte ..;..' 0 .í 0 Ps« 
tlio offá&m for «jmw^afs «ÍpaMy of a p«ooi-4 la vm ia©i»ai'-id 

atUl ísop© dopiag %h9 m^m pmméim pmBmt w». ït la said tiimt t»:* wm't» 

8P# tííity to foll ea^aetty foP í#»» to so»». 'il» ortePS ;op u» íw^idiníi 

^ï?#pjKï.#jit B3t® atoo'at 0i' tto totai» 

ïto baswi» «ui«t st t»j «la Sí í'tm lAnt ÍMU» '.■IS'iraa tó ii37, 

tl» ortora .»« Umm^ HÍ fra« IM aiUlsas o£ Kr. l.. ia37 tt> X!. i.lul-.»3 ..£ 
Ep. in IfS®# ti» ®^Xoí#ss S'fid 'ïfOPiBsoa tECPtai®! ito%. to 

*ï&;í ?3git ppoflta la lf 3 ® f,Í40tw<>0 ur» asalntt a,3yO,-.>i'CjO la If-»?, u>o 
inop'Stts® l3 tlk>a"00 airidoná'íiittribut^ê Ría so®* liBíferit aa - op u*'* r-re* 
eeaiaá mxu to 11)1, wMoh only .Asopba g, 1 ? 20 ,o«a • a popori agria of 



ojr 10,940,000 Er* Tiw stat^ or Ma lapïoirti aasê tiia, iMp»m9i&n i» 

luatii'ieá ttot tlï9 aaBiiniatratloa oí tiïfï oatorpriio U mmnmt&tim m& iïajf-#fïil 

to 8o?i301saait'a tlio {sáva'iíiiS#® 


H»t íioflta IS37 Kr* 3,270,000 193 $ 

ï5SirÍ4«j»S distrlbatad 2,72t,00i> 

Har® ar® tóo dlvSá>^ada fnw tlïgi líwt t»a y#»». 


E2>« f,140,000 
2,7^,000 


IWS'» 

Bi 


m 


mrn «gf 

^ li^ií 11^4 ll^ 


TS»@ 3Mr®s rpottá oa m&. moMmm of :3toatoiala, 

Htr© 30 Jam»a*y ár* 4® 13S«44í^ 


1930 lm@9% im$ 

l/l * m/lQ lf3f loíf' ii2|| 


Miteat 

M mi' 


l^tï'atít fvm balimes ia®al af S®®* 31, l?ái 


lm% wt^at ©btaliwi 


Aetii^ 

Timsbiliastioa §7,07f,Oí^ 
:isa®a|>tlotts 20,204,000 

Hon 

aettv® 

ámdMl Kr, 

Sê,7§0,fK)0 




2,4ti,00ti 

SOTo 

31,3S§,ooa 

v wm 

Affiliatoá slittinas 

0,344,000 

0M,l^atl©tta ** 

0,i-4)O,i. 00 

Syadlcats@í^<l,vist 

4,000,000 

Mtbísltriit ■* 

4,130,''00 

M®reHss»iis®, «j^H, 
ddbttom, opú&VB Éii 


m/& mmit&é 

03,640, ',HH> 

assestioa 

00,003,000 

iSTêát áirm 

17,072,000 




1,000, sx‘)0 



ií®|i©rt 19^7 

0,2Í2,OOO 



Ifi® 

0,140,000 


Caaelasioitt roadlt of prsotdiag ae^aaat ij*wfs &a «tartrlao 
tSi® iiNfejatrial positlo® ojr ^«éí l»v#8 aotMag tíi ba <ífi3li*i4 mi<ir tSï® 
mBor% of oMfía ail4 tH# poisiotllty of mná t% ts filwayi ammMmy 

to mmiém tm mma^ ïmilUmi &i%mtion oí tl» ooofitri#® 

'^Míct rm eiêk of &&lag iavóU&á ia & w&v aM m fi&ïú ef 

oattls, ,ia larasioa oa pajrt of tíi® iitd® ta sfMWHat aa^MSaattd to 



0 
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tl» 0£* H.mdah mtloo mlêim td&tQHúmlf 

9ms> 

%iil 0!iá« OpsNoaad to t&o iillioa sM tto o@nmm tiaBm xeásSí .eoasti'its 

m% tmwA ■ntth ■mtúTúamn, áiffiattlt to aíipiwiiat'»* 


IflO 

tm» 







siff m %mM ]|^#íPé ' 

I «tÍK t&t &Ê féÉáSii^Mag 

fflé 6lf étiM»v« imá 


Will fvtvrsÍBf ii|e)i éiP ^ 
CroiH^ iOrfÍ^M 'ftBá «iU. «eaáuot otiái iWestif&iiea 
al’ Its «waiTf AyoC ïGEOSfflatrSS^t &• iv peeei^i** 


ef the 


psasxiii 
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PIRATE SUBymm^ (Cont^-d) 


- 60NFIDENTIAL 

development and is proTjably still there« There are without 
doubt some survivors of the Casement plot in the neighborjtiood 
and an ideal condition is thus set up for the operation of a 
submarine base. (I believe tbis has already been reported) 

V* A wireless from Amsterdam dated Eebruary 15th reports 
the sinking of the ship BURGERDIJK by a submarine off Bishop*s 
Rock, within easy reach of an Irish base. The Conning Tower 
bore the symbols XS and the black silhouette of a spitting 
The captain and crew wore civilian clothes. 


tom-cat• 




PIRATE SUBMARINES (Cont’d) 



It was suggested to me by my oorrespondent 
tliat this might be the same submarine víhich sank the 
Athenia or alternatiTely that there might be more than 
one submarine pirate. There is also a possible connection 
with the I.R.A. The whole of this would seem a completely 
fantastic speculation if it were not that my correspondent 
is an extremely level headed bank economist with considerable 
knowledge of European conditions. In spite of this I consider 
the idea should be discussed but would prefer to make no 
definite report. 


February 17, 1940. 








BECIASSIFIOlTIOH mITWMITY. IIERr¥EB fRflí: 
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NOTE. 


PIRATE SUBIIARINES. 


53 *^^ 



!• ^eference is ^de to previous report EXEL^?/EENER^REN. 


!.s. Íathenia, s.s/ 


burgerdiik;. 


/? 


III. Sir Roger Casement’s pen name was SEAN ]^AN éHOCHT. This 
is pronounced and written in English SHAN^AlrfTOCHT. The name 
occurs in the refrain of an old Irish. song vfici-tten at the time 
of an .attempted invasion of Ireland hy Erance v/hich refers 
specifically to the River Shannon» Some connection hetween the 
Casement plot and the River Shannon is indicated. 


IV. The AUD was sunh hy a British naval vessel hut Sir Roger 


II. A highly confidential correspondent to whom I communicated 
some of my suspicions concerning 'the Athenia has made the 
follováng ohservations: - 

During the last war SIR ROGER^ASEí.IENT, later executed as 
a traitor, set out from Sv/eden for Ireland in a yacht named A'UD, 
flying Norwegian colours and accompanied hy a suhmarine. The 
ohject was to transport a cargo of arms to Ireland. This 
rBQ^iiired cpnslderable Bioiiey v/hicli tie pepsonally liad not* 

Here v/e have an e 2 cac*t duplication of the procedure which 
I have suggested was followed at the tnjne of the sinking of the 
Athenia. Three elements are definitely the same *■ (a) large 
financial resources, (h) a yacht, (c) a Swedish port. 

N.B. (i) The connection hetween the yacht and the suhmarine 
which was certain in the Casement case is hypothetical in the 
Athenia case, 

(ii) Eír. Axel Wenner-Gren was in Sweden at the time of 
the Casement case, was in Sweden when the AtheMa sailed and 
could have henefitted financially in hoth cas^. 


Casement v;ho had transferred to the suhmarine returned to BANNA 
near TRALEE close to the mouth of the Shannon. A large group of 

German engineers has heen working on the Shannon hydro-electric 
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lCLftSSI¥HmTïON AHfTBDRIfY nERr¥ED FROÍ; 

ng.AurQMnc ciEcuissiFicAífiaN cainE 

lili 05-0 7-2014 

ÍÍ:; . .. 


65-C6í?7 

JEM:JSM 


iby 26, ISÍO 



■Ï5EC0BDÍÍ.0 


Spsci*»! in Cheree 

I!et; Totí:, IT* t. 


nsr, e, A* T«'mm 


ïíear ‘^ir: 


SEí ATX TT2irR.SIïEÍT 
Tsploaa-^o 



íbr yeur inforr4:tioD,l_Ihas 

cubnitted ac?«.e coafiac'nticl fiatc, to r.o ín tMs rrottcr, 
caó It Í!3 tot belioveíi ttn.t -Bic oubject io cnyacod in aay 
ectivitieo inlnicol to tho tynttoa Gtates. For7evcr. in 


I_I it ie crcrestod tbat you contactl_pelo- 

tivo to tfco aibject*c procoat v.hereabc.uto, contnctc acA 
actlYÍties aM tboreaftor, if adviscblo, r.aí.r caly the 
nost áigoroot inqtiirioe throu.';:;!: otfeor cotafellaíicd aoi»ce 3 ^ 
if tfee eufe;leot io dotornilsoá to feo in IIc® York City. (U|. 

In vior of tfeo feicíh intorcotiOEol status f 

end reputatioa ot the Dtjfejoot, I v?ent to t*apress upoa h 
you the afesoluto n©ce 3 .eity of avoiáiuG any poeeibility y 
of in^jíilry is Ifeia nettcr fecccnicG jU) 

Vcry truly youro, ' 



Wr. felcïntire 


fetr, PennlR^ton 


Mr« Qslnn Tamni 


taolGsuregrr,”, rni , 


Jolm rai-Qr Ilocver 
Hreotor 


p.v;i 


Ml68 Candy 
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JEHrJOM , 
65-8857 -^V ^ 
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Aithoai^ 1« seBo iafocBfitli^ ia tbe 
filfifi ef ttifi Bareett eoBewpQisg tliie mBm t it Boes 
Bot afpesr to be evffieiiBkt fot ywv aeeae» e&d X &m 
fideerOÍBglr iBstreetifig Mr. P. S. fcMieorth» Bpeeial 
Ag^t ia GBerge of njr Mov fork Pielfi Offioe to insti- 
tttte a^opriate in^iries «loBg the littee yon attg- 

geat.^^jllj 

Tott «ill be edvisofl of ittfoBBatioa vhiea 
mifbt be of aseiatfiBoe to |ro« ia l^e aear fatore» 

8114 ia the aaaotine X tslsh to esettre pou of ajr 4e- 
sire to eeoperate is all eiattere of stttttal intarest. 
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'k MAY25 1940 ik. 
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Eotroit, Michigan 
June 17, 1940 


?,X’30Ilii:3DTlí FOa THS SPIOIAL AGSNT líl CHARGE: 

On May 287^1940, a woman infoxmant who declined to identify herself 
telephopéd the Detroit Office to subait infomation rcgarding AXEL 
GiClNlí. She stated that this maa is the inventor of the 
Electrolux Vacouum Gleaner and has other patents* and is a vcry 
wealthy Swedo. 

She stated further that early tliis year GEDHK left Sweden to livo 
in the Unittíd States, having previously lived for an exbensivo 
peïlod in Germany. 

Inforaant reaarked that the publication »»News Kfeek" for March 18, 
1940, ctated that GKFIJK had heen in conference with CO-PBEIá, at 
thc latter’s invitation, and indicated that he was an intiinate 
fricnd of G0EB3BL5 and had been called by the latter fraa the 
Bahscna Islands» She furthor remarked that Gr<EMlií*s yacht had faeen 
in the imediate vicinity of the Athenia when the latter was 
torpedoed, £i.;d she regardcd all of these circumstances as worthy 
of suopicion* 

She said, in all fairness, that she would faave to state that 
OH-ÍiK had spoken at a meeting of the Electrolux executives in 
Hew ïork City around the end of Harch, 1940, at which time he 
spoke very favorafaly of the United States and suggested that 
his listeners were fortunate to be living in such a wonderful 
country. 


? ILFFO R. LOPJlï 
Special Agont 


cc - Eureau 





IRECTOR 


f 'UNI^^^X^DeÍwÍ^ENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Egan_ 

mm 

•^T F tt>/tu/ ^í_ —J 1 

W v-m referenoe to -the ■a±-bached letter - 

f roTH Secre-barv Moroen-bha u. an inter- «ir.Mcii.iire 
es-ting bit of informa-b ion was brough ’b Mr.Nichd.. 
ïAo ' bhis af-bern oon by \ \ «■•• _ 

nformation that wr. nuin» t. 

■ Axel^Wennergen, the Swedish iron ore Tour Room 
^milTi'^naire and owner of the yaoh.t Mr.Tr«cy_ 
I^^Soumern Cross” is involved in some Mr. Schildcc 
^\way with German finanoe, i«iis.Bcahm 




|T | x^lsi 


Mr» Mctntire 


Mr. Aulnn Tamm 


Mr. Schildccker 


That he has a divided allegianoe be- 
^pween ffermany and Sweden, That he is / ^ u V"" 
^a personal friend of Goering to I I 

ApersonaJ knowledge and any oontaots or aotivi- 
^ties of Vfennergen and any of the officers of his 
^■hoat the Southern Cross should be carefully noted 


|:-a.n(i fíhenko cf unon wherfív er it appears . advisable 
'I fp do so, ; l I asked that his name be 

'kk'ëpt extremely confidential as he is also a per-^ 

'^ smal friend of Wennergen ahd has known 'him well 
'faid favorably.for many years, Ee considers Yíen’- 
) n-ergen aa a very capable and a very fine man but 
^DielievesJthat he is in a position in connection 
'^iáith hisKir on ore mine s. and his financial income 
^where he 'WTg~~Ws“oerta4rn—éh4^tw-&r‘ -- 

I s.uggests Wenne rg'e^/^ o -corr'ospond cnia *' i 

be watched if such an opport^hí^^L^V{Sl^léfí^l^VB^.^2p*i 
to tkU eovernMent. ^ g» 

f ,.i'( 1 U.S. OEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE _ 







Sunros'b IJtl Dcf.Conference acb 
09. 'ff ic today. 

The Birector TzentioneC it at th.c 
Conference tl is ' orning. 




HMK;7G& 


Jtily 19, 1940 


Ain lïr-iira 


Acm% ia Q^tc& 
lOQ AncQlofr» 


O 

B2í MSlhíí?L’ÏÏl^í^G2E5 

Iaf‘oífí3tttloa OoiKíoraiij^ 


líG&r mn 


tíith rofeifOKOO to lottor oí Juljr 10, 


1040, tboro io "bcinc trnasísititoi íiorci»ith a oopy 
of n «0K3imnd«» antoá «íuljr 18. 1940, containiisc 
ttaditiiofiïil iaf’orttatiio» uítU rocBri ta Asel yonnor*- 


Grc», 


3" 

. 


traly yottrai 


^oím ifooyttr 
Siroetor 


jjceloeuro 


00 ?na «*rcaoíac6 (vitn oKoloauro) 
8ó»tUo » « 

J\mo5U ** 


■^SSiúÍGÍÍÓ®^^ 

A 1 ^ ^ I 

plA 1 

1 X,' 


ËfeCORDED;/^.^ . 


O xr; 

á ^ mK 

z jrr? 
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lI ÍS'Ulli.,! ..'■ ■5.<'--.'-*-a 

Ei8MíSÍÍ!-tiS.'?'?9 








joIhn ‘edgar hoover 
director 


r 



,HHC:VCR 



^mmn nf 31» unniísaif ntt 
39ttlinlit §iainB 3Bn$tarimntti nf líttBifnn 
^aBf^f tt 0 intt, 39. 

Jtily 16 , 1940 


MMORMDHM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



This is to advise that I telephoned on the 
aftemoon of Jnly l6th SAC Comelius of Los ilngeles, with 
reference to the Wennergren matter. He was instructed to 
place a mail cover on Lundholm, to maintain a surveil- 
lance of L'undholm and of Wennergren and to check up on 
the hoat^OSouthern Qross”, its arrival, the contacts made, 
the time of its departure and ajy information with reference 
to its possible destination. j 


I 

\ 





■ I also instructed that all possible investigation 
'be conducted conceming Wennergren, Tflho was suspected of 
being a German Agent and to make certain that his contacts 
were thoroughly covered in Los Angeles, and on his departure 
frêm Los Angeles to notify the San Prancisco Office. 




REOORDED 
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Joly U, 190 





MB miL - SPECZ^ ïmiWRy 


Speoial Aa&nt lá Gharg® 
SeattXe^ faehljQ|gt9ii 



Dear Slrs , 

fham l8 being tranoaitted h®r®with for yúor 
formtion & o£ & sampmém áêteú Jaljr ZB» 1$40> 
Qontiiinlng iRTomatioa appeiring in th« Saresai £ÍXb 8 
relative to Ámá^mmr^-Úrm, 

Veïgi troljr yottra^ 


John £<igar Hoover 
Mreotor 



Inelosuro 
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aa aoon as praoticable* 


B. K. SA(SSft 
Speej^l Ageiïb i» Chsrge. 
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«Isott ^ 
- CIOKS _ 


Nir> roxworth 
Mr. l-adu 
«r. Nathmi , 
.'rïr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Bgan ^ 
mr. Qiavin 


HMK:TD 


^ 08, 1940 


•* SPEdAL XffiLlVIÍfiï 


^joeittl Agent in Qoarge 
^Qjictaa, .tí[aek& 


Ikmr Slrt 

l^re i» holng tranoBÍtted herewitto for yoor 
infonaation a coïy oi & ffleíBoraná«a deted My 18, 1940, 
oontaining inforBntion appeoring in tfce Bttreaa fileo 

reletive to /ttc^'^ÍfiiMmer-Chfen. 

Tery ^foly yonra. 


Jolai Idgar Soow 
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«r. TelsoR ^ 
Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Poxworth ^ 

Mr. U4d 


dr. Nattian 
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FEOERAL BUREAU OF INVEStieATION, 
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Mr. Totson 


Mr. Ciess 
Wr. Foxworth 
Mr. Udd 
'Htr, Wathfflit 
•«r. E. Tamm 
«It. Egan ^ 
Mr. GlaviiiiB 
Mr, Wictiois 
Mr. HaitíSon ^ 
Mr. Rosofii 

<íCtíiieM» 

mr» Traeji 
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fier. Hosen 


Mr. Tr^ej^ 



W!!ss Gsítdiy 







Wrm Xoimn 

ífflr.. Clegs 

RB?» PoKwoi'th 
Mr. 
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July 18, 1940 
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AIH 'MAIL - SMCIilL DELI¥IHI 


Special Agent in QiMrg& 
lás Angeles, CsHfornis 




Dear Sir: 

There is being transiiiit.teá herewitii for your In- 

fonaatiott e copy ol* s aeffiorandum dsted July 18, 1940, 

conteining infomation appearlng in th© Mreau files 
ú 

relative to Axel Wenner-Oren» 

¥ery truly yours. 


dohn Ságar Hoover 
Director 


mr. FOKVi>ortíi 


ivu, ïT.. A. Tsnim 


Air. Ntohttis i i 


Inclosure 


'!i'í™':'S'3 ‘ÍSii' líj'áli&.fí'ili'iJLf '&ú 


i COi/iítdUNICATíONS SEGTIOr'l { 
M A i L E D \ 
it JULí9|94Q 


iP. M. p 

FEDERAi SUREAU Of mVESTlGATfOK, l 
U,S, DEfARTMENT OFiUSTlCE 1 
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tA-" hmi mfSÍFim^iúi 
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I^TO^ÍNVESTJSBATIÉ 
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Jul^ 3 jB, 1940 


AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DEMTOHY 


SpQCtal Agont in Cberg® 
San Francisco, Califomia 


Bear Sir: 


There is being trsnsadtted herewitb for your In- 
fonaation e copy of & iiieH!.orenduJfl dated «Jtily 18 1940* 

cont£tintng information eppearing in tbe Burasu fil@B 
mlativ® to Axel Wenner-Oren. 

Very traly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Inclosur# 


É!f mmmm 
Oá I _|| 




,yh'. E. A. Tamïn 


1 ïA A 1 L E D I 

U ^ i 

I c-C«fcL BU8£^ ^ ^ 


BECOEDm 


. I/ / -r.. Q 'trc 
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^,000,000 Worth of 'Southern Cross' 

‘ ópfaín Describes^ Áfheriía^ Iraciderií 


Axel Wenner-Gren^s $2,000,000 
pleaá»r*^¥^ Cross 

has a brantí new, nanosome young 
captain. Not many months ago, 
this young man, then a wireless op- 
erator, received a dramatic message, 
"SOS Athenia Torpedoedi” 

C aptain Hja lmar Rothman, 33, 
defýmgT trá'dïtrónTy"^^^^ Sbrn of a 
newspaper family in Karlstad, 
Sweden, wants it made plain that 
he does not say the Athenia was 
torpedoed, because that will be im- 
possible to say íor many years to 
come. 

Master of a luxury ship that costs 
approximately $1000 a day to oper- 
a|^J Captain Rothman works for a 
mhx reputedly worth $10,000,OOt). 
Y|t this does not keep the captain 
frlm exercisin^ due Swedish econ- 
omy in her operation. 


. According to Captain Rothman 
and all his crew, Wenner-Gren is 
the finest inan in the world, not 
only to work íor, but to have the 
privilege of knowing. 

When the Southern Cross picked 
up the SOS of the stricken Athenia, 
Wenner-Gren rushed his vessel to 
her aid. Three hundred seventy-six 
survivors were picked up in the cold 
dawn. 

^‘Disaster overtook the Athenia 
at 7:30 p. m., but no distress sig- 
nals were heard until 9 p. m.,’* 
said Oaptain Rothman. *‘We were 
65 miles away when I picked up 
hér SOS. We arrived at her side 
at 2:30 a. m. The Southern Cross 
can do 16 knots. 

‘Tt was ýery dark, we started 
swinging in a wide outer circle, in. 
order to pick up any survivors who 
might have drifted that íar. Sud- 




denly, we saw a huge black thing 
that listed to port, her stern down 
to one of the decks. She did not 
sink until 10 a, m. and we stayed on 
the scene until 4 p. m., after she 
sank, making sure that we had res- 
cued as many survivors as possible.” . 

Despite the fact that Captain 
Rothman has been a sailor since he 
was 14, this is the first time he has 
been in San Francisco, and he likes 
the city. His wife and 2-year-old 
son are in Stockholm. 

The Southern Cross is of Pana- 
manian registry since May, the time 
Rothman became her skipper, be- , 
cause of the exigencies of war. : 

Wenner-Gren, his wife, his sister- 

in-law, the captain and 40 crew V' | 

members wUl probably up anchor CAPT. HJALMAR ROTH'MAN 

fnr Alnskfl. t.ndav. for a leisureiv . ... _ __ 1 




for Alaska today, íor a leisureiy 
cruise up the Iniand Passage. ‘ 


He heard Athenía^s 




































SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




r --3 ^ 

^ t^,-T 


Subject, a S\7edisii iïatxonal, ovnxer oi the 
yaoht'tiííOlJTESKÍJ CEOSS, arï'ii'ed in yacht at 
Los iii'íseles Earbor 9;45 a.?ïi« July 16, 1940, 

^ a”ri.th vri.fe and sister-in-lavr, 'tíÍ'IíU GAtFTïii, 

\ LïGG-SïT, and crev/ of 59. Surveillance itiain- 
tained over ya.cht cnd residenoe of T. L. 
\LUiDE0KI, locc.l íSlectrolvK manager, July 
16, 17, and 18. Yacht vri.th Sub^eot cnd one 
additiono.l guest, i-.OLLY BIIAïLICíAíjcCOY, 
departed lEjSO a.m., July 19, destination 
San Francisoo. Subject believed to have 
contP.cted aiovie aotress GliSA'jïARBO vihile 
in Los Anselcsi also believed to have been 
in coïíEiunication iri.th one BEiI J,\PIA2ZI, 
talent scout., iJíO Studios, San Francisco 
Office a.dvised of full details. 


- F - 


Eeference: 


Teletype to Bureau dated July 19, 1940, 


. ■"'. Jy 

,>r >■/' , ,■;> 


Details: 


This is a joint investi.gation of Special Asent 
BOTÏ and the nTiter, 


APPROVED AND ..5^^ / 
FORWARDED: V ^ C 




ICUL ACENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOTWmTEIK THESE SPACES 


Bureau “'■■^°''™isREPORr 
San Fronoisco \ ‘1 ” 
San Liego - Infonaation 
0,1Í*I., San Diego 
G-2, San Francisco 
O.A,I.. San Pedro 


U, S. 60VERHHENT PRINTiNG OFFICS 


7—2034 
















L. A. < 06-1824 


lïis'í cuïb iïivescigs.tioii arose as a recult of a t.<5lephDne 
call reeei\’’eá by Lpecial Agent in Charge jl. COLlISLICb, 'Ji-.., i’roii». 
iiGsistíin.'b Liroctor xí » H» CLLCtG' of tlie xií-.reau, tíiïo oa.llco at approjci— 
raately 1}15 L.L. on Jt>.ly 16, 18<iO, end adt’ised that a Sv/eio na'ced 
w3iiL3I;-GLBij, the owner of tho yacht, “St.íTJïnFfdl CEOSS,” v/as celieved 
to he a Gerffion agent. ïhe "SOl'ÏEiíMí CEOES“ vms reputed to be a very^ 
Gpeedy tressel, snd v/o-s originally registered tmder Stvedish jurisdiction, 
but ho.s beer» transferred to Eaníaaanisn registrj,'. í.Ií* CLKGO fnrthcr 
aávised that 'v.liihLBR-GESÏÍ is the ovmer of the Bleotrolux Coiapany ^ (Hanu- 
f.o.tóturers of refri 2 era.ting eoitipiRsnt) end is a. Tery v/eslthy iïtdivido.al 
vho hs-s been all over the v.'orld in the “SOTÏïhílSíi Ci'.CSS»“ Le v.'s,s be- 
lieved by i.iï, CLEGG to be arriving aboavd the “SObTH:ZEí. CEOSS“ o.t Los 
imgeles liarbor on vVeánecásy, the 17th or IBth of Jttly, 

iiccording to the infomation receivcd froa Uí'.» CLBIO, 
hBi'd EEc-GEBií v/as scheóuled to rejiiain in Los jïngeles íor 'tr.’.^o áays,^then 
proceeding to San Francisoo, and froï.' San i-rauoisco to iJ.aska. ït 
was further re'oorted th.v.t the yaoht v/as planning to ctop at Son Liego 
but had not done so ct the ti}v.e of the callj furthor, thf.t it had 
recently coiae through t've ïsne-va Cínal cnó v.'as believed. to have stopped 
at a n't.TKÍber of ï.ejcioan oorts on its ’.ïay to Los /ingelos. J.t v/ac c.J so 
reported soltí, cut this is believed to be a cover-v.p and is not true. 


iie adviscd that upon VBl'jhïa.-áLBií’S errivai in Los /ngeles 
h;© "ïTas scheduled to coiar’.unic&te v/ith ï» ‘.lUl'XiiOLEí, 1154 i.ortr? iieth'mly 
r<ri've, Los ihïgeles, ïvho v/il^i'í’iave coi'e í.u''.íá j.'or jtiiï'i.. M'i.. CLBGG', limti.'or 
advised that the ii'i&,il my already be in 11;. LUIXÏ'iOIÍ J o possession, but 
instructed. tha'l'. a, iT-'fil cover b® placed on LblX"£J0I2.í* »:■ ïí'.ail iivCiediGcely» 
Instructions vvere also issued. by ïii. CL.*íC'G that both LUlX'íiOLi.. cnd i.íiï.AjÍ'fi.” 
GEhi'; be placed. under suxveillance. 

It T.'ac further learned tliat V<I3ïKji3R-CEBiii is a 'cersonal 
friend. of tiËi-MVi'NcOirXLG', and that there is every reason to ^believe 
that he is sn agent of the Gerjïian Governfixent, ue is cJ.legeo'co na've 
nuïrierous interests Ixi Sv/edish iron iiiines, and thero v.''as sone inaica- 
tion 'i'ji'i.at he i'sxa;.' be ser'vinc; as a Oersian agent bec.auiie of pressure being 
brC'''.»ght to becjT on i'iii't'» L'othing ic knovm of LlíiX'hOU'í otter than thE'.c 
he is the individual v/hoxa mBLïIEk-GESÍt y/í 13 contacb upon hic ari'i'val 
in Los jingeles. 

Speoial Agent in Charge COidX'LIlíS ijv/.xedici.tel;/' coiaixuni- 
eated 'cri'bh G,peoial Ag.vnt in Charge- lc» B. LOOL, Zixn P'ie, 2 o, and eGi:ed 
thct he arrange 'tvitli Coast !jTua.rd snd Custoius a.i.xthorities to be no'ci— 
fi'Sd o£ the arrival of the “LOUïïL'''id. CEO’oS” in the dan ij5.ego harbor 
or anj.’' iní'orsaaticn reoci'veá about her isxoveiucnts» ïhe 8an Eiejo C'tfico 
v/ac adviseu that in the event the boat docked there, o. oaro'ful check 
be liiadc óf the movcaents of persons on boarc* 






L, A. ~,-6£-1824 


SiiEilar inforiaa'fcioii imd been reoeived regardins Sub- 
j«ot and the yacht, “SOuTaêíiiJ CEOSS," by aeans of a com'uunioation 
from G‘oní'identio.1 InX'ormant “A.” This infor.Eation indioated that the 
"SU'O'ïiiíiiElí CEQSS,” belonging to one ASBL L. ‘vïiíïíSïi-GEISl-;, arrived at 
Gristubal, Csnal Zone, froat I’iarai, Floride,, and allegedly touched 
ab a llexicao port en route on July 4, 1940, and entered the Canal the 
s'iae dayj that the boot left Balboa, Canal Zone, July 5, 1940, for 
Loc jingoles. Information fro^i this source further refleotod that the 
yacht had stopped at a Liexican port en rotvfce to Los Angele s a.lthough 
k'ie had cleared for Los /mgeles directj further, that on board the boat 
his vnfe, lAEOrCS&ÏTA, and his Eecretar^f, G3FF GAUTIA 
LKtJLTT; further that this yacht operated undcr Panamanian registry 
froa 19Ó4 to 19S6 vvhen she vras here before. In 19ë3 she hcd been 
ohanged to Sv/eáish registry. ïííís tri p she has aga.in changed to Pana- 
^onien rer'istr'/. 


\ Conficle.ntial Inforntant "A'' further advised that in 
February of 19'iO this bo8,t had on board safiiples of lïiachine guníijs, síiiall 
arnis, et ceteraj and that IIBulí'SR-GRi’Jlí invited certain indlviduals to 
ccns aboard. cinci demonstrated his guns to them» 8ubject is reputed to 
be thc president of the Bafors Aunition '.«brics in Sv/eden, ïaanufaoturers 
of suppocedly the finest cnti-aircraft g’jns in the vvorld. lie is also 
tho president and majority stoohholder of the íiilectroluoc Coïapany, £índ 
is a wsalthy internatio'nal politician» He is mixed up Td.th wALLBlIBbliGS 
end Vv'orlcs olosely vvith theji» Informant stated also thr.fc he is a close 
friend of GOiIAILG. It T,as the Subject, according to reports, vho nego- 
tiated the terms vrith GOSRIHG v/liich has persiitted Su'SïD''iíh to reaain neutral. 
The las'fc time VfíJFhUFL-GïiEiI oome through the Canal, PAIlííJ 5: I'í/íELA'U (Englisb- 
men) v.’ere his agentsj hov/ever, on instant trip, one EAi,fc'\ LLLIOT, Vvhoce 
aotions are alleged t-o be qu.es'fcicnable, is his agent. ' 

iiTrangements ivere made iïmfieáiafcely to place a asil cover 
on the s.'.ldress of 11Ó4 Vietherly 'Drive by Special Age'nt H, A. Si.j,Iïd, 

Special Agents D, 'w, ’IIÉGFE and 'u, L. BOTT oontaoted 
f.o-jiffiiander L. L, ÊELLiJTT, U. 8. Coast Guard, Los Angeles, v.ho &dvi36d 
tlipt he had received no reports relative tc the arrival of the "SOlíTHíïKÍï 
CEOSS," but that he vTQUld iESiediatel:/- issue instructions to th® Coast 
Guard Pí.trol boats to be on the loolcout for the ship, Co/riïaander BSIJHSTT 
corímunicated Tri.th Lieutenant SPEIÏCÍJRaHEÍVIÍíB at the Coast GueTd Patrol 
Station, patrol Base, San Pedro, Cali'fornia, v;ho v/as also unabls to 
furnish any inforiiiation conoerning the vhereabouts of the ''SOUïHíAiIí CEOSS,'* 
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A‘;erits EOTT aaad iláfiBii! ooiïtaoted ijb;« 0» 0« &Í'íëBí;, tv* S« 
Custosiis £}©rTÍo®, SexL Pedro, Calií'oruir., vïho advised that he had re- 
oeived inTorriiation that the ”£>OUTESRl'ï CROSS” had already entered the 
Los Angelos ïïar'bor on the morning of Juljr 16, 1940, but that she had 
not been boarded by any G-overniaental agenoy ov/ing to the fact that 
she had cleared at iliaiiii, Florida, and híid not mae any stops en route 
bo Log Angeles from that point» JíR, also advised that he had 

iïeard a ru2ior to the effect that the “SOUTïïlMi GEOSS” had been docked 
at tlis Los Ángeles Shipyard and Brjr Dook Corporation in the Vlest Basin 
of Sen Pedro, this information being receired approsiraately six hours 
after the arrÍTca of the “SOUTEERIi CEOSS.” 

Agents lIwG-EE and BOTT proceeded ÍHiíKiediately to San 
Pedro, Californisi., snd ascertained that the ”S0UT.ïMEtB' CROSS” vra,s 
berthed in the shipyards of the Los Angeles Shipyards end Dry Doclc 
Gorporation, OïTing to the fact that the shipyards are feneed in and 
gu.ardeá, it v/as ÍTftpossible for Agents to get into the shipyands without 
discloeing their identity, and under the circumstances it r/as not deemed 
odTisablG to do so. For this reason the Agents sts.tioned the<asclvres 
on tho roadmy leading to the only entrstnoe to the shipyards for the 
purpose of keeping &11 persons vuader surTeiliance vrho might enter 
therein. 


Lpecial Agent DEïïliIS cnd the vTriter iHrieáia.tely pro- 
ceeded to the residence of T, íí, LUIiljH0]2.í, 1154 horth 'i.etherly Drive, 
Lest Loe Angeles, for the purpose of keeping tha.t sddress under sur- 
veill.snce. 


On arriving at Scn Pedro, Cs-lifornia, Agents í,íáffE!S and 
EOÏT ascertoined through Assistcnt Inspector in Charge B. 1.1, tOLD, U.S, 
Líaaigration Incpeotor, that the “SOUTHiElï CEOSS’* had dooked in the' Los 
Angeles Shipyards and Lry Dook Corporatio.'a at 9:45 a,.ni, that Tiiorning: 
that Ïmrïigration Inspeetors iiECfiIïï COOÍI and E» II, TOKG bocrded the 
“SOlTTEÏiíRlí CiíOSS” and checked the creiv, but did not oheck the oviner or 
other passengers, ovdng to the fact that they fcad clearea at i licftiii and been 
given Tisitors’ privileges foraperiod of sixrby days. 

! The records of the looal Immigration Sorvice disclosed 

the folloVáng descrintion of áZEL VvlIliïïjIIR-GESn snd his v.'ii’e, thic- inf'or- 
mation being obtained vvhen VVBíJTjíR-CEBI entered the United States aboard 
the t;,SVV”LUIiIi;S” on Ilarch 21, 1855; 
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H&me 

Ag'S 

Ileight 

Complexion 

Eair 

Eyeo 

Birthplace 
Last address 
Ooonpation 
Looal address 
Eane of nearest 
relative in 
Lvjeden 


AZBL L. 7^SIÏÏ1ER-OLEN 

53 in 1935 

6 » 1 ” 

ilediuïa 

Grav 

Blue 

tiddevallor, Sv/eden 
Stocldiolra, Sv/eden 
Industriaiist 
Jimbassador Eotel 
GrSIlE CAlfTïA, sister-in-lavr 


Sub^Íect’s vdfe's name is shorvn as 3.iáEGTjSRITB, age 
43 in 1935, born iZansas City, iiissouri, October Ib, 1891. 

CK. 

Agents contacted iHjmigration Inspeotor A. Ij« TOIíG 
vdien he left the ”SQbT;‘riíiLij CACSS” at 9:30 p.si. on July 16, 1940, 
and rrere inforned that the ”S0tïïn CEOSS” had arrived at San 
Pedro, Callfornxa, at 9:45 a.ru. that nominsj that she procesded 
directly to the Los /ingeles Shipyards cnd Iry Lock Corporation, vrhere 
she berthed; that &;t 10:00 a.’n* the ‘Vessel v;as boarded by iKjnigration 
Inspector ARCEIS COOL!, ivho ezeained the ps,perc o.f the crevr, v;hioh 
consir.ted of thirty-ni 2 i« enployeesjthat COOLÍ foun.d the papers* of 
tv/enty-six inembers of the ers'w to be re, 2 uls,r in every respect end 
.íraated shore loa“.’'e to the twenty-sixj that the rejsaining thirteen 
vrere required to remain aboard for fujrther cheelc. Continuing, Inspector 
TQh'G stated thst neither he nor Inspector COOII had checlred or interviewed 
the ov.ner oi' the ys.cht or his v/ife ovrí-ng to the raot that they had been 
checked in by the rímn.igration Service at Líiamd, Florida, about June 15, 
1940, and had been aoaitted to the ïïnited States on a sixty-do.y visitors' 
peroitj and that in viev; of the fa.ct that the six'í^’' days had rot yet 
elapsed, there vras no occasion to contact or checic these parties, TCÏIG 
further ste.ted that he ss.vt no one aboard the “SQ'D'TiiïnEiT CEOSS” eo:oert 
tliw captain cnd ths thirteen msmbers oí’ the crevr, vhoE he cheolceJ, 
HoVí'Oírar, Inforisiant advised that sliortly before Agents’ arrival st the 
srtip, a lÍEiousine vríth a. chauffeur hs'd t ntered. the shipyards and 001 
elderly íion vrítl» gray hair, v:ho vrss alone, had boarded the ”SOlïTIxi.íll; 
GLOSS” and had, left s fev; ainutes later ?n,d vjas driven aivay in tho 
liiaoucine, Infoiaicaat s'bs,teá ths.t he paid no psnticulEr attention to 
this ináividual or to the car except that he did note that the rentle- 
nan vvho boarded the yacht vïC-S s. distinguished loolring aian. 
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Inspector TOlI'i perMitted iigeats to ezemre the shin’ s 
Eianifest v;iiích áisclosed that HJAIIIíiiK^íOïiíáï. v/as ilacter oí' the 
’'&OUï£i iiidí C£;08S”j thet the Lo.ster, ac vrell as the thirty-níne íaeabcrs 
oí' the creví, v/ere all aliens, consisting of S'v/eáes, jDejaes, Pinns, 
and to'o J&oanese. ïOiiG- aávised that during »iis stey aboard the yacht, 
the ovmer of the ship 170,3 not aentioned in sny ivs.y* He succeBtetí that 
iigents contact Immigration Inspector COOIi for the information r/hioh 
COOH obtaineá vuiile aboard the ship shortly after its arriva.!. 

Inspector ARCHI3 CCOt.I, U, h, Imnigration tíervice, v;as 
contacted telephonically at his hoiae at Long Bcaoh, Celifornia, cnd 
advisea that he boarded the “SOUIiIHSÏJI CivOSS” at 10:00 s,,?a* on July 16, 
1940j thí/c he roïiiained aboard the sliip for appiroxime.tely one hour, 
checking the creivj that he found the p&pers of tiventy-sis ?ae.iabers of 
the crev; to be 0,H, end he gave tlicse rie.abers of the crev.- chore leave, 
ho stated that he dld not see anyone aboard the shit) coicept the crev;, 
lïEc, BLOP ÍL^05TI.uYij, secretary to the ovmar, cnd I-L, PATF:IC’/\<DuBOEiri!!, 
reprc-'Senta.tive oï? the^&eneral Ste-amship Corporc.tion, vhiioh v;as agent 
for the “SOUT.ïï’ïfLT CkOSS.” Contlnuing, COCvl stafced ths.t viiile j-ie did 
not see the ocner, ke feels certgdn tha.l; the ovmer v;c,s oUoard tho 
sliip v/hile he v.as there durinj the mornin'C cf July 16, 1940, ovdng to 
the foct thot he ovorheard ISU OSTiAIÍ request HR, GSBOliliB to cash a 
check for the ox-merj ths-t ivhen OSBOHIiS agreed to cash the check, OSTLAii 
loi't and v;a5 gone for v. fev; rtiociente and returned ivith the check, viiieh 
he gave to O&BOírhL). Inforaiant stated that viien CSEOEha; sav; the chech, 
be advised OGïíláiT ths.t it ivould be impossible for hiiíi to cash the chee-h 
índ advised tha.t It ivould be necessary to go to the barjc to g et It caEhed. 
Inspector CDOII statcd he definitely ho-a the imprescion from the conversa- 
tion that the chocl: v;s,s fin unusually lar.go one, 

Lhen questioned concerning any unusual ciroumc.tí'nees 
surrouïdii'rï th*:; .ari’ivr.l ená dockirig of the "SOUTiIËïlI CE.OSO”, Insxieotca’ 
COOjti sdvise-d that in.st.Ê’nt case is the firct tÍBie thft the General 
ttesiit.ship Coi’porrtion hae ever represented a privfitelv-ov.r.ed yaoht; 
that the uusinesc of this ooncern hac alTrf ys been restirctctí tc oor>)- 
aercial vesselsj that according to r.jï:. OSBOIiïïS, arrangenents vvere 
iir.de by the ”&0uTHi:E;]i CEOSS” for anchorage £.t the Los iuigGles &Iíipyfrd 3 
end Brj,’- Bock Corx.oríition by radio, 3 ra!?. vjhile tl'ie ”SCUTE'Ir.lT CkOSS” ivg’.s 
-ra rout '2 to Los imgclco, LIii, COOIT furtlier advised that the ^SOX'ïíílSIT 
ClíOSS’* ivas not un.áer,going emy overhaul or repair v.'orkj and that the 
only esiJlf ns.tion o£' tho docki'ng of the “SCUÏHBRl'i' CïcOBS’* in the Los 
Angeles Shipynrdo rnd Lry Dook Corporation v;as probably due to the 
fact tuat thc vessel vrould be ctore secure smá Bsors inacccc-oible at- 
tiiat lc-oa'uior. becav’G® the shipyarus are located in th.3 OKtrvae end 
of the wOct £ 0 .sin, Iil:, COOli elso advised tlmt ivhile he t..:'S c.toard, a 
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reproceatí’.bive of one of the oll coF.]paaics called s.t the oiiip to 
inquire conoernlïírí the oi3. cupply of the CLC&t'*' c.nd 

dcsirecT to toov; T.iïetiier thf. ''&O'Uïí'bliRli’ CKOSS" v/oidd be refuelcU 
froEí u tc'iïl'ier or •whethor it vvould pull áovai to the oil coHpaï:,j>-’ s 
doch e &iiort dietcnce froT,i it& enchorage, InforííS'nt stated that 
r.t tl.>e tiífj© he tkou^ht it ríther unusus.1 that fK» i.'Sït.Áii qrderod 
thí'.t a tecoker be brou.ght lo the "SOli'ïHJK'C CKOSS" instead of cbansin'^ 
its position to e.n ad^icinilrg oil conxjari^^' docl: in viev/ 03 .' the exrjencc- 
entailed in EOO'.u'ir: fuel frora s. tenlcer. 

Inspector CO.'.II advisea that Cc: stain K0ïh2:.fii i'etpeoted 
the shi'p* s agent to secure anchorage in Ssn Fri-mcisco Bs.y e.s near to 
ïreasure loland as possible? end that the Captain inforr-'ecl iK, COOir 
tnat aooording to tentatÍTO plsns, the "SOUïfíSKJ CLCSS" T;ov.ld oail 
froi'^ Lc'a iíigeles Harbor on tho evening or sfternoon of Julv 13, l'OdO, 
for San i'f£.ncisoo» 


iirrangCiients víere ríi.ade T;ith Aoting Inspector in Cliarge 
t, Li., lOLU of the Ïr 2 '.dt:r£ticn Ssrrice to hí>,ve ’che Fhip’s l•'C'.pers a.cccr.i- 
panj,- tiio ship to Síai 'Lríncisoo in order tlmt it vould be necocsary 
for thc' San Krei'.cisco ÏEiaigration Insx'cctors to board the "S'jl'fjdSISi» 
C.'fióS" at S.?n Fraa'í.cisco ij'u;‘edia,tely u'pon hor arrivo.l and before rny 
of thfi creví' or pa,ssengers v/ould have £>n opf'.ortvnity to di£e 2 ib&rli. 
Incpector DDLTi aloo af;r''.'5'd to rdvise •che L&s Arvjelcc OffSf'i.© any addi- 
tion.ai inforrgfi.tion iie recsived concerain,'j the ship or its passeniVfr.-a 
and to advlse the Los Angeles Office of tho shi-i's departure and the 
persons orosent aboard ■*;.Le chi^i a'c the tiv.e of d’Oparture. Infipec’fcor 
'JOLïj statcd he vrould arrsnve to have an ïncx.>ectcr checlr the ship out 
at tbe tiiiie of departune froi'a Los jiais'eles Karbor in order 'bhat dofinite 
inforri.ation could t'3 ob’bsdned regardiE .2 tije p.artie£; aboard the shxc- et 
that tiifie. 


1’ 

II 

/í 


Ag'i.nts lAG-Sïl and 'BOï’ï Faintained a ?.urveillf<nco over 
ti'ic exïtríaictí tc •fche Los ikngeles fchixiyards a.nd Lry roci: Corrorí..tif'r. 
froj': Ë;OC p.m. to 10;10 p.'u., 16, 1940, during vhich per-iod of 

tiïiïO tJiere vias no tmusi^ai aotivity abo&rd tlie s’'io or a.t the chir,- 
jra.rd.s. I;o visitcrs ao'rived or left the cliir' dtirinp thfit period of 
tiiie. ïhe surveillance v;as resuïfloá bi' Apt'rfhs LSAG'L’S and BOÏT et 0;Co 
a.Hi, on Jtily 17', 1040, ond, continueó untiX tjO:' p,''. rt viiich tií'ïe 
noonts ïTere .advised b;,’" Ifí;, BOLC, of the ïr.'ijríigra.tion oC'rvic-e, ti'.,p,t he 
had secured irifcrEf'.tion ■fciirou.xh a confidon'fcial inft'rEraïit of hie •fco 
tbe effec-t tht.t on fcvife ..'íornln'j o.f the prcceiding dí.y, July IC, 19'd'I., 
í.i'ter Iwágraticn ïnspeccor COOiï had lett vhe "SOl'ÏEfíïd; CrlOSir" ard 
' bfefore hgeïi'fcs’ arrivai there, GKfcïïA GiiEBO, the movie actreos, hcc< 
C'alled at the Log ïmgeles 'dhip'yardË ir. her car ojad had talípn &ubt?'2-fc':, 
his vjife, £ iad his Víifo's sist'sr av/ay iTith lier in ber cer. 
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ATftnts liAfJEii pnd EOTï coiitaoteá tiie- Loc /jjigeleE Bureau 
OÍ'aÍo,- iiiá v;ere v/ndced that iríSS CtAïlBO Is reportectly residins at 
165 ^ah&ry j-:oad, e?iita ;..Ioriica, Caliroraia. Asents lAOSB and BOïT 
iEjí-iOdi&teÍ,'.' prooeedec tc this address, índ uxon notiA; that i-c .:as 
located in a ratker nedioore neighborhood, casually contacted one 
o£' Ihe noichhors in tiie viciiíity, v;ho advised that f^EiíTA CfiJtiíIO had 
nevcr livecl a.t this acídrecs, hut tha.t she had s friend T;ho is a 
Y."riter end v.ho resideó at 165 iiahery i.oad, and that i'A83 G-AFidO quite 
lY'i'Quentlr visinod tnis nercor* 

E'urther exliaustive efforts T/ere raa.c‘o hy Gpeoial Agont 
in Charge AtiTiilh COBlifíiLÏUB, Jï;., to ohtain the addresc- of GEBTiT GAïhO, 
vilthout cuoóess. 

i^^ents LAOiíAi fnd EOTÏ left Lanta Ilonica and returne d 

to the Los Anjeles Shipyards at San Pedro, Calií'ornio., anrivins at 

7ílb p»m, on July 17. Asentc J?M<±a ond BOMI of the Los Anseles Office 

hs.ci arrived at the shipyends shortly hefore the .first-meritioned Agents 

orrlvel, ïhey advised that at aoprcniastely 7sC0 ;o.r., that sasi© óay, 

the Bulck d óedín driven hy a ohauffeur Víithout rny other ocoupants 

in tLe oar, had entered the shipyarc’s. Agents PAïdElY cnd iiOliïí advised 

bhat the 1S40 Cclifornis license numher of this cs.r vas 9 S 9165, 

Aventc PAlJiY rnd hCïdl returned to bho Los Ans©les office and Ageats 

lAOEB and E'‘iTï reínained on dutj’ until lljOO p.x, that night, At 9:50 

p.iVi, tha.t ss:-'-‘e evenin^., the BuxcL Êcáon ïiientioned above left thc Los 

ïn^eles Shipyards and it Vjss noted that there vrere threo Een serted 

in' the rear o.c’ the c&r. The do’'-!© light ovcr the rear seot v;as hurning 

and it v/a.s an eo.sy matter for Agents to a.scertain that none of the 

thrce nen f-.ppearcd to ansv;er 'the desoription of ’».'Í31 ïï''’1Ïï-'>Fc33íí in a.ny 

detoiJ. ïno of the iien v;ere approsiraately SE yearr of a.re, Leavy 

£ 0 t, fleshy faoes, light hair, rnu, the third sian Svppeared to t'O approxi- 

V'iatelv fiftv vears of cve, scílo'a cosixdenion, .c.ray hair, cmd short in 
... » ^ ^ 


Miotographs of i7í3iIlIEE:-GÍdAT hc-d previously been fTvrni&heci 
jV'-ents hy fí.A.C, COrdjBLÍuB, these photp:crs.nhs havin; becn ohtained hy 
Cp'Oolal Agont L. L. bljiLL through [photpxrf.phing a l.ikeness of Subjeot 
V.ïïïíISj-GIALj in the j.-arcii Ivth issue oí"^’Tiiae** v.ispasine ct the Los inrseles 
ï-aolrlc Lxbrcxift 

Sarvelllane® of bho shipyart s’ entrínce nás rcicvived hy 
i.;-snt BdTT ut .3:00 a.ru on July 18, lf40. Lo unusual oocvrcncet: vrex'e 
noted, until 11:50 a«iP* Vjhen tne Buicl: 3 óocion heuring IS-jO Cclii'ornio. 

NAioonse 0 A 9105 lcft the chipye-rds. ïLis car v.as ciriven hy a liV'eried 
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ohauffeur aná a aoA s-í-.rongly reseaiblinf^ the photopí..pn of 
GLDlï v/ac observcd riáinr; in the front seax v/ith the ohauffeur. ^ D;/o 
inidále-a«;eá xrasien oooupied the rear ser.t of tlie oar. ^ It shoulo b® ^ . 

stcted that approzimtely thirtj/ aiinutes before the aeparture oi this 
car froM the siiir.yards, T/hile iigerit BOTÏ v;u.e telephomng the Los ^ 
ÍjDpreïes Offico, a blf o’; cedm oociveicd ordy by a ohauifu.ur tí&s notea 
enterinc; the groundc of the Los Jirigeles Shipyards. eT.CLng to hgent ^ 

BOTÏ’S po-sition at the tir..e h.e v/r.s tele^honing, it ttus mpossible lor 
hir’-i, to noto the lioenso nuïbar of this c&r; but there ;is no cuortaon 
jn ii.i'cnt BOTÏ’S Taiïid, but that it Vir.s the Buiok Seden be&rin; If's.O 
Gelifornia lioence 9 X 9165. ..hen this oar left the 

5021: follo'. 7 ed it fron Se<n ïedro to ïorrance, Caliiorna.t', to iiollyi.'ood, 
r:-ii-.'orni 0 , vhere the oar drove into the 'V.en Kess Street entrance oí 
•chë faxi 3 inount Studios, After ohe car hcd ent-íred the studio grounds, 

Acrent 3C'TÏ realized thp.t additional helu v/ould be needea to oover otner 
entronces to the studio í?nci advised the Los Irxígeles Offioc ■telephonioalxy 
oí the- situation. Agcnts >7. Ficiiú'j: iu;Gf)LL, A. L. iJCLLníl, and L. 

?f ir i-fficcli.ately joined AT.cnt BOTT -t the rsrSTnount títudio, ena the 
-ntrsnces to the studio v/ere kept undcr strict survcillance until btOO 
but the oar %;ar. not noted to reappcar. At dtOO p.ia., repormng 
A;cnt, under pret®>:t, ohee-keá the rc^istr:/ of cars entering the stu.dio 
ciá noteó that intt&nt car v/o.s not recorcied. 

lipo» instructions frcea S.A.C, COSLfLrLtí, ^.rr^fTeHtnts 
haviE'.? previcusly been .;iacio, ï’eoorting ^.iO’ent contacced iifcjïi&^GLfííIïil), 
stv.dio iicnager for ïarcúriount Studios, oXíá v.itliout disiclosing tlie pur- 
oose of the^inguiry, the studio lot v;as oheclced tlïrouT.hly, but no cox 
teÊnirjí?; this liccnse nva.ber íví.s fouuo. on the lot,^ ï-í:-v;>.'.G^le&riJBd 
xnáirectly thfit eo í'.ar a.s iï..» GLii'IiIi'il) vmev/, i-jii., .h'.o, noo 

vÍEÍtsd the rL.rsaount títudios on that date. 

Agents i'iliGSLL and BOTÏ then prccoedcá frcjH the ï'arrar.oujat 
títtáio to the Loc iu-igelcE Lhipyards, tíc-n Pedro, arriving at the letter 
locaiion at 7:0U o.h. and rcHfining until 12:cO c.,ïï’,, July 19, 1940, 

Theu -bhe "SOUVii'fAi: ChOStí” dcparted. nuring this -period of ti)>*e nc. 
vÍEÍtors ertered the shioycrcl; but at 11:50 'bhe follov/in--áeEer5bsá. 

!PutoiP.c.bile£ loít tiie shipyaru.c: B'aick ^ hcaring 1940 Californau j ! 

Ijccívse 9 X 05.65; 1957 ïo.cl:ard tíedan baf. -e' iyi.o\liconEe 5 7. c40, | 

rerictcrvd to L. .L.VïDLIirrïOlï, v/hich &ccordiri-: to the rcooríc oí\tlie ( 

Cc.ïï'6ornia hotor Yi'hiele De-oprtmer.it, is registsrcd to jii.. H. LIBIÏG- 
ïOlï at 2SS Bcl-Air hof.ú, ».est Los An.gel6s; 19S7 Chevrolet kjeaan, bearing 
1940 Califorr.ip\llcT>n£e 3 h 1135, v.hich according to the pali.twnia ; 

iiotor /ehicle reoords, ia rogisterí.fl to iE.G* ALBthï LATItív LiiSLjiit, Eoo-h j 
Sld 6777 ïollyeooo. Loulevard, lloll^/'V.ood, Galiforn'la, It is noted i f 

thot A^ants v.ore ijn&ble to obcsrve the occupsnts ox' these cars ov."in£ j' 

to" •che'^fact 'chí'.t the arco. vrf'.s in darlcness ond no ef’fort v.V'C: rarde to j 
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í'ollov/ the car ovn.nT: to the faet that infomation had been reoeived 
from tho Los iinsoles Office to the effect the.fc the ”SOÏÏSh;-'íhi 0E03S” 
v/as feupposed to sail at 11*00 p. 211 . that night &3Xq. Agcnts desired to 
contact the Lffiaigre.tion Inspector v;ho vvas checking out the ship in 
order to ascertain definiteiy v/hethsr lï-. hEI;Li!ÍR-Gil3h exid party viere 
aboai’d. 

At 12í‘0 a.ro.., July 19, 1940, Inspeccor JOiiIl ii. JIIP;iS 
left tlie siiipyards tnd v/as contseted by iigents iiiiGSLL end BCíTÏ cnd 
he advi&ed thst LSl. ’iiEilliiíLi-GïiiliI, his Vïife, his slster-iii-lae, (tLíLííi. 

\CtAiíïIÍí., and a guest pasoenser fcy the ncotie of i.OLLY BíSAÏiiICi' -ícGOa, 
v;ho is cn ixaericsarbGrn citizen, S7 years of age, end v3vo .joined the 
party as a acmber of tho crevc at Los iingeles, vvere definitely aboard 
the ship vhen she left the dociz at 12*50 a.m., Jnly 19, 1940. 

InforEistion ccncerning the iuovenen'.'. of this boC'.t \:cs 
teleohonicC'lly furnished to the Special Agent in Gharge o.t San 
Fraaksco, 1.'’ J. L. PISPiïR, u.r.dcr c,ate of July 19, 1940. i-revious 
inforra&tion had been f'umichod hiyiV concerning the entire case cíXtd 
the probable stopping of the yacht a.t Lon Frssíisco, toge'cneï’ vn.th 
definite instructions to conduct close svnveillcnee of che Subjeot in 
the case. A teletype V7as furnishcd tnc Bm’eau under date of Jt’ly 19, 
1940, as vell as Sen Franisco, furnishing the infomation relc'tive to 
the departuro titx cf the yacht and the passengers oboard. 

In coiínection vvith license 1940 Galifornia 9 X 91o5, 
it tvas learited that this license is issued to BBl'i J. í-'IIí 2ZI, v/ho ra- 
eides at 740 Lillian •/o.y, ïíoll^ro'ooá, California, ar;.ci is íci* a lJ>-9 
Eviclr Sedex'. At the Icetail j..erchsnts* Credit Association, it ■ra.s 
learned Biiii J. PIAZZI is a i.iarried man v,-ith one deughtcr, re- 

sidino at the above address, is 50 .vears of age, €-nd is a talent 
scou.t'"for the L.i:..0. Btuáiosj that his previous occupt'tions have been 
talent scoufc for tho PareitK-unt Btv-dios, 7ice-írccideïjt oí' the i.,.sgor 
Btudioc from 1956 to 1940, forïtïer casting director a-b i-.G.I-., formerly 
connected './itu the V.estern Vs.udevili.e iiancgers Acsociaoion, and 
j 2 gj*I'y j.ians-ger of the 0rpheu.ï; Thcít’cer in i<evj f/rlet'rsj '..hot he' his 

hoiive at the abov'e a.ádress on Lilli&^i »,ay, v&.l'ue'i o:c f'pyroximo.t'Sly 
; 12,000j that his credit recoró has been considsrec **spotty«” 

Ax'ter the tex 5 ainc‘.tion of the surveillf-nce ctt tho Pex'a— 
siount istudios at bsOO p.Eï. on the evcxting of July Id, 1940, Sp'Scial 
Agents Ï7, H. OSBOAIjL axid A. B. hOLlT v;ere sent to the address oí' Jê.0 
Lilliaa vay, ït t,u.£ learned that the autoixoblle bolongir.g to PltïSZI 
T/as pa.rked i.n the drive^/ay all dtiring the evcniag of July 13, tnd no 
activity took place at that rosidenco during tlie cour.ï‘o of tho sur- 
veillíiiice, Ind It wac discoatiuaed a.t approniïiiat'zly liQ-j a,n, on «july 
19, 1940. 




•■i . ««9 
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líi ooim«^ctioii uith ï. 3. LXlií'iOLi, át_ v;a£! loarneá^^ 
i'roi*! tho Pootel fc-uthoritieG that b.e is tlie Listrict ..'aru'.:'’-^r íoi' uiie 
^leotrol'as; CoiEnan;;, tííiícíi appareatly accounts. for his comeot'ion 
|V.-ith the tíu-bject in this case. ïne City i.dr8ctory lists ï. 6. 
HJi.LfiOïi-i, resideiice E-.t li54 >i6t-ierly, business Llectrol'ux Coroora— 
tio<i, 403 Beaux Arts Bf'.iláiu^, 1700 «lest Bi.^htli btreet, Los Aii^>les. 
The l'OstiiÊOi reoorts 'tlist í. large 'volu.i.ie oï :'ie.il is reoeived ?,t tiie 
resideace addreso of ,ii. LuIíBHOLííj end that it is believed that the 
biiGi'oesE affsi rs of 'bhe á.isti’ict or^^emGation of the lálectrolux 
Oorporation ar® ct’.rried o'ii .at that pla.co. 


15. ïiShijIW sjid reporti'hg Ác.?nt loohed 


bpecial S. ^ 

over the premses s.t 1154 ï.orth ije'bherly Drive on the afteriioon of 
Julv 16, and it’ is looated aotu.ally in tne Covinty oí Los jm^eles,^ 
one'bloclc froia Sxmcet Boulsvard, T/'iiich is a busy thoroushfajrc, ‘ïhe 
hovise, ho'jever, is situated in Tdiat is oonsidered o. viore or less 
g>-^^2.i,i,cive scotion of Los Ái'^eloe, íiaicing a oonstant surireilla-nce niore 
or less difficult. ïbe survoillanoe, hovever, v.-as saintained by 
reoortiDí'’ A'.;.'>nt o.rê. Aí^sEit DIL'I.IS on the ni.'Cht of July 16. ihere 
v;ac 'nobioed'parlrod in 'bhe tv.'o-csn perri^e a blue E 'íicl: Sod.?,-?, 
úC’lifornia iicense 7 14 7099» Thic ccr, i'b v/as learned, tis'S re. 2 ÍGterod 
to ‘ Kb, ï. h, LBnBHOLí.í. At approx'ÍKately 6*00 p.a, on July 16, a 
coupG drove i'cto the drivev/P. 7 / of 'bhe LUIïIMOÍiI.i re.sidencc, Vv’iiicu bore 
1940 Gali,f'or’úip\iicúTise 5 7100. ïhis c&.r is reijistered to 'i'» ii» 

U‘Ji.XíiOL' A, hlifis elf. 

jLÍS. orting ilcont cv_d i-^cnt LMiíIS n'ere jo5-Tied by SpeciPl 
A%':a:>:s V, I, fil-LÝ r.'nd i’. C, ÏÏLLi Á 1.1 on the evenin' of Jwly 16, 1940, 
sr.d it Vv'e.s 'noted ths.t a Plyr.outh SeciS'n, vdiich bore 1.940 California 
'vlievïire 6 'ï; 354, v/í'G po.ri:ed in i'ronb of the LULí/H0l!.i residence riid 
had been so parhed s'lnce the s'bart of th© surveillanoe. It Vv-as a.soer- 
tcined that this car vvas re,'iist<3rcd to L. B.\'i:LAILi'‘jáLBï'5R, .;0S Lorth 
Svv'eetser, ïhe abov<.' Plymouth, carrj/in^ tco r-on í'nd one v.-o'im'x, left 
the LXTI;ïaOLir residonce at 9*30 p..ïí5. &nd drove diroctly Tío their 
addrcss at 302 Lor5:h Gv/eetser, chsrc they ;par!:ed their car in a 
orivc-.te .,.ara''e and entered the &part.'.'n'n't through r-. rno,i' door. Asents 
rAïPri cmd ïïLCiidi rere the;n clii’ootcd to proceed to the shiirp-ords to 
j-r-i'ii i-p;ents -íAQSíí and BOïï. 

Ifnder date of July 17, 19c0, • surveillrjice- cas 
taiKcd ut the LuiíIHOL;! ho.ciíi by n, í'ïïis.r" Af;‘’T3LI amd J. 6-, Í-O: .íí.. 
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ii'b f.pp 3 roxiH£i'b 0 ly 5sOu p.3i* *J^ly l"^» 1940, Ll)l'<jliii01ji.i Ití'fc his residsiioe 
ciid prooseded direotl:/ co the Loc jjn-jeleu LIiipyG.rdE, ïdiio'i hc.o been 
áoscribed above, arrivin? c.t e.bout GjOO p.m., and rejiio.ininí/ o.pproxi- 
nately fifteen ainutes, then r&turnin;:', to hls resiáence at 1154 LortJj 
«íóGterly Drive. On both trips hs Tje.s folloVv'oá by &pécial iigent L. 
liMií MO^iLL. 


unbil IjOO a.-ii. 


’i. 3 urvelllo.iÍce v.r'.c Ftaintalned at the Lf‘hOEOL’'I residenco 
on bhe aiominj of Jul:,'' 18, 1940. 

jiftrr the conolusion of the surveillance at the I-ara- 
aio'ixnt &tudios lo'b, óyeoial ii/ent íjí» P* iíLïh ond reporting nqent again 
tooh up che £urveill&.no® r.t blie LuLLílUIÍí residence, arriving thero 
at p.pproicÍHiD.tely 6ï50 p.’'T:.» ïhere ceevïicd to be no accii'vi'by about the 
proj’iises; hoTcever, tho plyaouth bectíii bearin/ lioense nu.’ber G h 3o4 
v;as a/ain noted in x'ront of the house. j.o lights appes.i’eá in bhe 
■.'.'incoivB until s.p,ijroo:iiQr-,tely 9}lo 'p.ïi*. tiion a ncv/ BuiO'.r coopo vs.thoub 
lic.inse ol.o,te£ drovo ic3.to tlie drivev/ay oí‘ the resldenoe; cncl L'urLflOLi''í, 
together v.itli on'j js'an cná o.vo 'siojitón, r^ot ou'c r^id vwn'b into the nouse 
briefly, the o.ac nC'.n C'-'M tr;o v;o;;ien 'bhen cnterin/ the Plyjsouth sedan cnd 
árivin;j C'.v.'a.y» ïh® sur'veiliance V7S.S 'iTiívin'b.rdied over the LuLl3h0lA.'l 'rosi- 
«.■•rncc vmtil all lightc v.'ere out tt appro;':i'-''ately lúsSO p.iT!., July 15, 


Arranr^eo.ents 'O'ere Hade throu/h the^bouthern Calirornia 
ïelephone Oou'pany to ob'bain toll cfvlls i'rou the residenoe of‘ i» .3» 
L'ULLF0L!.l, cnd a iarí;e numbeT of calls v;eré ■úi&áej Prom an inspection 
ol' thcce oalls it is observeci that 'bhey probably have to do nith 
coiHieroial ax'fairs cnd are not being set out in this report. Pïov/ever, 
the laeEoranduTi oontaining the list is being ïEeint8.i.neá in tue files 
of the Loc iingeles Office. 

iiE a re.vult of the kíp.íI co'ver '.'lRccd on the evening of 
July 16, a nunber of tracinvs v/ere received at tho Los ioii'cdes Buref-.u 
Office. In ell instances, v.dth the eoiceptio'ú of two, ‘blris *Eail origi- 
nvted fro:'ií district offioes of the Slectrolux CorporotL on -nd vcere 
ad'iressed to l’. d. Liai'flOLh, llb'-i hbrth webherly urive. Hor;ever, o.n 
Eir .uail letter vvac ree.oived undor da'be of July 18, 194'0, addressed 
to ÍJ'JÍL L. 'u.kii'rfíi-c'thj.j, Bo'.l., c/o J. B. LlïiíXíiOLiI, 11E4 ibrth i.btherly 
jjrive. A'hic borc the rcturii aodrsss of^|lFu'd5t'OulrIi.i5^virUhT, S^UHCúBL, c* 

70 i-'ino Ltreet, i.ev; Yoríc Cxt:.-, -..ev; York. £y reference to Ilartin- 
dale’s Lgv; Directory, it v;as Iscrned 'bho.t this is e fÍK-i of llev; York 
Ci'ty et'bornoys. 
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ï'.'.e í^.ep.orcxdii'i i ooïitC'.inVa;* th»? licc oí' j''s21 ■cracixj 


Í3 toiri.'; /.ir ii'itS'.X'iod iii 


/X'^ol'ïiiS i'ilo oi' thir. oaEO. 


ïii aïi <;jfí'ort l'o lccc'.te tVio ;.hcreabo”tc. oP 
r.ailc ihc' 'x.oht v;o,c in the Los ÍLCirjelcs -■-f'roor, con’c?'3t was ..ai'ic c.t 


t.uc ioil c.viij ■; L-c>c ih; ■' 


iles hotelc. r.jxu vuzi.bir.-o re-Eultcs 


i. 


V'ÏL i.—axLLs''Vi.X.Lí. 


CxtïbïuB, CL/Lx, 
.■vCi-lTi.'v’t' LLALA, xxt'dL'íIV, 


i'.'AibiiLit-U, iiijLLii..'*.*...iO í.ijLO.' Aï.'^X'''-,Oi '.j 
.-. lií'L0....JÍ;, uu.uLx LuLtLir.í'r'.u , í.*'í..j T'l.íj.. ,*.;.'.-'OjO'Lj* 

xn conuectioa v.lth tho yc-.cht, ‘‘LOUSíLJa. ClúLL,” it 
v.'C'C lisarneá b;,- Loecial iiv:«rit L, ... V.Ú.'lCs-ií.L frovx tho i.criiio Lioc• ire 
ti'f. t 'C':*:' cíí;.e vac h'oilt .ct Llascvv, bcotlc'r.o, ia l'?Í'O, by l'i, L/iil-bJl 
OCV itV.Y, rï'O thC’.t tlie Ibód oi.'j'jor oL thio yt.OiA rjcs í^07;J-^^'lipfE3o, 11, 
xtC' clÍE'ejscit.iic o.re b£0»5 >: 40 i'eGt, It ic í'ur'ch'ir rolatco. that t''dG 
yf,eht i.G the bo.at ivhxch. fi;C;ur©d prc ■.ílr.ently in thtr; res.o-.,'.e of tho 
c.íjrvivors c.'f bh--:! iitbeni.a áicaGter in ’óhe carl;-.- xionths of 194u« 

f/je Los iXj.-roles ne<. 7 Cpc.^<orc, i'ndor ác.'ro cí' >hily lo, 
lOúú, c>on!:cdn'-:d c.cco’xntfi of thc arriirf',1 of tuo OÚOdS” oJc 

Êan Ledro, Crliforrdc,, tUKl. .i'eiitioneu the fact tiifit itc o".'.nc'r, íC'V'vL 
M7xáI,7LE-:5-itíi;,T;c'.3 o. v.-eli-l:n‘ 0 via Sv.'e'iiGh inveiTbor—ct'-):'ltf'lÍ3t} and thfit 
tbo j.'f'.cht h.':"! ;f"f'.rtioipatod in bhe ref’Cue of the Gurvi'vors of tbe 

•idscx’berj cn-'J t.t'.r't tuc c-o3Lor of tho vocawl xw.c f.coc;-.wc!r!Íeá 
r.y hic ii'íericc'n-b’orn nrd Lc-’r cistf'r; pnd tho.t tho -pf;rtvv;o.s cn 

routo to tórltic-h Colva.ibi:'' c.U'i orolc'Coiv' Alf'sbf.ro T:;'.terc* 


UL'L 'b’ïi.LOLuL 


'Jl' Id-Á -Cïi.C'/ oJJldXt 



íIl Ciju'. Xij-x-i^-!JXi;!'Ju, OijLxó'OtlLxA, 

■VjÍII :.;.3.lE,'ó.f,in surV'CÍllíín,co over Ctó'.icct VíïriXcL-'TLV.Vd 
vj'.'dlc in cuc' Lcïi FrfncÍGco tóC'rt-or rtóur ïrecc.ur'.:' lBl:,n;í, 


b 1' X L G 
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Special Agent,,J<T^Ëatt,\San Francisco, telephonedi 
Hë advised that Wenner^ren did not leave mth the yacht 
^Sonthem Cross at 6:00 P. M. Wenner Gren got off thê yacht 
shortly. before it left and entered a car registered to 
John D.kDonovan, 5101 Harhord Drive, Oakland, Califomia. 
Donovahyis registered as a s^esmanj no further information 
has heen ascertained concerning him as yet. 

After leaving the yacht, Wenner Gren told a 
Customs guard he was taking a 6:45 plane to Seattle, from 
which place he was going to Victoria and ‘Vancouver, British 
Coltaahia, and that he would retum to San Francisco ahout 
August 15. Hov/ever, Wenner Gren did not take the 6:45 plane 
to Seattle, inasmuch as he was at the Pacific Union Cluh, 
an outstanding mens’ cluh, at the time of Bohhitt’s call 
at 7:30 P. M., P.C.T. 

Arrangements have heen made so that United Airlines 
will contact the San Francisco office if Wenner Gren makes 
a reservation, and they will make a reservation for an Agent 
on the same piane. 


RespectfuUy, 














JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 





( 


✓ 



^sííti^jítd ^uvj^tiu ui Httu^aiisaiiatf 
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HMEtV^ July 18» 1940 


MEMOBAMDIM VOR IHE DIBEOIOR 
O 

EE: MEL raMBR-GEEN 

Informtiori Concerning 



r 


With reference to my memorandtim of 
July 17, 1940, there is heing transmitted 
herewith a memorandtun dated July 18, 1940, 
containing additional information with regard 
to Axel Wenner-Gren, 
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I«I0RA]ig3UM 

EEJ AXBL WEMER-GEEM 

Information Concerniiig 


According to availa'ble information, the yacht SOUIEBRN 
arrived at Oristobal, Canal Zone, from Miami, Elorida, on" 
July 4, 1940, and transited the Oanal the same day, 0?he ship 
cleared from Balboa, Canal Zone, on July 5, 1940, direct for Lós 
Angeles, California, although it is now reported that she stopped 
at an Tinnamed Mexican port enroute. On hoard the ship at the 
time she passed through the Panama Canal were Axel Wenner-Gren, 
his wife Marguerita, and his confidential secretary, Gene Cautia 
Liggett. These were reportedly the only passengers. 

Infonnation has heen received that the SOUTHERN OEOSS 
operated tiuder Panamanian registry from 1934 to 1938. She was 
reportedly changed to a Swedish registry in 1938. At the present 
time she is again under Panamanian regista:y. 

According to availahle information, the SOUTHEEE CEOSS 
also passed throu^ the Panama Oanal on Eehruary 10, 1940, from 
Callao, Ohile. At that time it is reported that she had ahoard a 
numher of samples of machine guns and small arms, Axel Uenner- 
Gren reportedly invited certain individuals to come ahoard the 
SOU T H ERE CEOSS at which time he allegedly demonstrated the guns 
to them. 


Information has heen receiveó^from a confidential source 
that until recently tv/o Bnglishmen, onevPaine and on^ïiTarlaw, were 
agents for the Wenner-Gren interests injthe city of pi,nama. ïïow- 
ever, on his recent trip there it vías reported that one ïïans^Élliot, 
head of the Elliot Shipping and Land Oompany of ihe city of Panama, 
was his agent. According to availahle information, the activities 
of Hans Elliot are definitely questionahle, Information has heen 
received that he may he a’German agent. 
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Information has iDeen received from a confidential source 
that ^el Wenner-Gren is a very close personal friend and husiness 
associate of Axel^fallenherê', former^/edish Minister to the United 
States and later Swedish Minister to Berlin, Germany. It has heen 
reported that ï/’allenherg is now very- pro-German, 

According to availahle information, Axel V/enner-Gren and 
his wife are close personal friends of movie actress, G-reta^rho. 
It is reported that she visited with the ¥enner-Grens at their 
estate in Nassau, Bahama Islands, while on a vacation cruise during 
the past year, 

Information has also heen received that Axel Wenner-Gren 
is a close personal friend of writer I’anniáhlurst of Wew York. She 
reportedly arranged an interviev/ had hy Wenier-Gren with President 
Pranklin Belano Eoosevelt some time in Decemher, 1936, or Jantiary, 







FBI SAN FRANCISCO 

A'-iJf^CTOR 

0 


1 ^ 7 - 21 - 


40 


1-lOPM PST RMH 


'JX 


HJ) 


ALEX I-JENNER GREN, ESPIONAGE. SUBJECTS YACHT ARRIVED AT PIER 41, 
SAN FRANCISCO, ONE THIRTY PM TODAY, HE VISITED THE FAIR ON 
ij . TREASURE ISLAND AND CONTACTED A. DOUGLAsImCBr|dE AK' ELDERLY 




WEALTHY-RETIRED CONTRACTOR. IDENTITIES OF TWO WOMEN AND TWO MEN 
l'JHO l-JENT ABOARD THE YACHT AT DINNER HOUR TONIGHT WILL BE DETERMINED. 
INTERCEPTED RADIO MESSAGE FUR'NISHED TELEPHONICALLY TO BUREAU. • 
SURVEILLANCE BEING CONINUTED. ^ |ÏI) 
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FormJSTo. 1 

thiscaseoriginatedat San iintonio, Te:'3»,s. SA file no. 65-609 


REPORT MADE AT 

Ssn /oïtonio, TsKas» 


DATE WHEN MADE 

7/20/40 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

7/8,9/40 


REPORT MADE BY 

II. G. FOE'IER. 


iTLiS irfiiKíiíïHïRDH 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

jtoíTOÍJAGË. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

M.-ilI'C ji^ííiriiR-GRiTI, of Svíedish nationality oívner 
of the ilectiiolnx Oo. aná"'£we(iish Bofors 
Kunition viorks, left Balbca, C.‘4. for San 
Fedro, Califomia on Jvily 5» 1940 with no stop sch- 
edxiled betvveen. llr. STM'íííIJSOH, Chief of Custcais 
Ealboa, C.Z., advieed he had iïifonsiation that 
stibáect had arms aboard his jracht/j?*Southem 
Cross,” and that he v-as to stop eithcr at 
Masatían or Manzanillo, Mex. Major C.4RTBE of 
G2 slso aware of above yacht and stated that 
he had informed 62 in Los Angeles* SAC G. T. 

JCh'iiS, at Me>dco City, D.F*, advised of above. 
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DAT/TLS t 

This report was predicated upon inforffi9,tion furnished 
by Chief of Customs SïBVLNíOII and Major C/iRTbR of G2 at Balboa, 

C.Z. More detailed infoïïEation cotíld not be ascertained at time 
of interviev; as reporting agsnt was informed of the facts containod 
herein as he vvas departing for his official headquarters. 

As the vvriter v;as prcpciring to depart from the air- 
port at Balboa, C.Z. Mr, STEl'EHCOri, Chief of Customc, Balboa,C.Z,, 
advised that ilLíjX ..LRI'IER-GriSH, of Svvedish nationality and owner 
of Slectrolux Coiapany and Svíedish Eofors Munition wbrks in 
Sweden, had left Balboa, C.Z» on July 5, 1940. Mr« GTLViáiSOíí 



FwB 


u. 9, oc>viHï*MENr rnmww ostzc k 7—2034 









^vised that subjects left in his yacht, *'The Southern Oross,’* 
Panamanian registïy, for San Pedro, Oalifornia vdth no 
Schudoled stops between* 

Mr» STEVSÏíSON advised, hovfever, that he had infor- 
ííation that the yacht had arms aboard and that it vfas goinif to 
stop either at Mazatlan, Mexico or IfenzaMUo, Mexico. 
STEVMSOK also stated that subject vfas an international 
politician and was reputed to be a close friend of the líazi 
learder GOEEING. 

Ma^or OáRTER, of G2 stationed at Balboa, C#Z*, 
also called reporting agentat the airport and mentioned the 
above* He was unable to give any ftirther information thán 
that outlined by lïr. STSVSNSON but stated that he had infor- 
med G2 at Los Ángeles, Califomia of the departure of the 
yacht, ‘*The Southem Cross", from Balboa, C*Z* 

ÁT miCO GITÏ. D.F . 

SAC G. T. JOWES was informed of the above details 
and requested to ascertain, if possible, if the ábove men- 
tioned yacht stopped either at Mazatlan, Mexico or 
Manzanillo, Mexico* 


UNDSVELOPED LEÁDS 


LÏIAMI FlJiLD DIVISION 

ÁT BÁLBOÁ. C.Z. ïíill request Captain McINTIRE, 
Chief of Civil Inteliigence, to conduct a discreet inquiry 
into the registiy of the yacht, ••Souther Cross** with the 
Panamanian Government. Álso to secure any other infoiuat 
on available relative to sub^ect and his activities, if any, 
in Panama* 

ÁT LOS AMGSLSS FIELD DIVISION 

ÁT LCS ÁNGELaS, CM.rpCRNl£ . lïiH contact G2 at 
Los Ángeles for whatever infórmation they may have in their 
possession relative to subject and his yacht, "Southem Cross*'» 

Will conduct such 

other investigation as tfae completion of the above lead 
suggests* 


ÁT SÁN PEDRO. 


V.'ill determine upon what date the yacht, "Southern 










Cross” arrived and ïdH conduct such investigation of the 
activlties of its ovvner, iiLEX Í.ERíER-G'ïïïíN, as is possible. 

SAN AIïTONIO FIELD DIVISIuN 

AT SAH ANTONIO . 'míH report the results of 
the inquiries ihade by SAC G. T. JONES at líexico City,D. F» 


PSI®ING. 








'íí^ \/DIRECTOR 

^ AXEïTwENNER-GEEN, ©ESPIONAGE, SUB4ECT LEFT OnSoUTHERN CROSS TWO 
THIRTY AM THIS DATE FOR SAN FRANCISCO ACCOMPANIED BY ¥1^ MAR GUERJ TE, 
j ^ GENE GANTIA|LEGGETT AND MOLLY BEATRICÊIMCCOY^ LATTER'T¥0 AMERICAN 
CITIZENS AND GUESTS OF 0¥NER, BUT ARE CARRIED AS EMPLOYEES* ARRANGE- 


MENTS MADE THROUGH GENERAL STEAMSHIP COMPANY FOR ANCHORAGE TERMINAL 


ISLAND. SAN FRANCISCO NEXT PORT OF CALL, BUT EXACT TIME OF ARRIVAL 


UNKNOWN, SAN FRANCISCO ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY, ^ |0) 
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Los Ixigeles, California 
July 22, 1940 


Director 

Pederal Bureau of InTestigation 
Washington, D. C* 

C 0 P 

Dear Sir: 

* 

EE; AXEL L. T!®Ij]SER-GKEE 
ESPIOMGE 




‘\ 

} 
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Eeferenoe is made to the report of 
Speoial Agent A, E. MILLBE, dated at Los Angeles, 
California, July 19, 194^:^ 

This A^lt)? advise that the person 
referred to thenej/n aswonfidential Infonnant 
is Major JOHÏÏ 1 ^^(|m’ILSo1j, Assistant Chief of Staff, 
G-2, Presidio, San Pranoisoo, California, 

Yery truly yours. 


AEtVhlk 

65-1824 


ARTHDE COENELIUS, JE. 
Special Agent in Charge 
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4QHH-ÉDGAR HOOVER 
director 
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Ju3y 17, 1940 


T.TBlfnRAWDro.t FOR THE DIRECTOR 
Re: Axel Wenner-Oren_ 


There is at'ts.ched. hereto a mem.oi’anduin. settiing for’th 
information contained in the Bureau files pertaining to Axel 
Wenner-Gren. \ 

For your further ijrfonnation, the yachlf^QIÍTHEEIí— 
CR0SS_arrived at Los Angeles at 9^45 A. M., July l6, 1940. 

~Thë~ship T/íae boarded by itnmigration authorities at 10:00 Á. M, 
and it was f ound that the ovner, Áxel Wermer-Gren, his wif e, 
and 39 crew members were on board. Both Wenner—Gren and his 
wife are in possession of 60-day landing perjmits issued at 
Miami, Florida, at an uriknown date. The crew members of the 
yacht have been grari.ted landing privileges. 

Informatibn has been received from a confidential 
source that one T. Ê'y^^dholm, 1154 North Weatherly Drive, 
Los Ángeles, Caliform^ has been receiving mail for Axel 
Wenner-Gren and will undoubtedly be contacted by him. The 
files of the Bureau reflect no previous information relative 
to Lundholm. 


XjP* 

Mr» 


Mr. Egan— 
Mr« Glavis... 
Mr. Nlchola.. 

I Mr. Hendon.i 
Mr« Bosen ... 
Mr. Tracy... 


Mies Gandy-, 


áP3 csns?^ 

■SSS» 

crísgrw 

\ /.. . r .a 

i KS? 

%j^uen9 


The present whereabouts of Wenner-Gren is not knovm.^' 
Arrangements have been made with the U, s. Coast Guard at Los 
Angeles to make a routine check of the yacht SOUTHSRM CElíBS 


sometime this afternoon, to determine the Trjhereábouts of 
Axel Tíenner-Gren, 




I have also instructed SAC Cornelius to place a sur- 
veillance on Wenner-Gren should he come ashore, 

T. 3. Lundholm has been under surveiHanc e since last 
nigM, July 16, 1940, by the Los Angeles Offide. . y /T- 


^ lïiformation has been received that the 

Ht’^wLII leave Los Angeles sometime Thursday, July 18,j'1 
L Treasure Island, San Francisco, California. ! 


- A.l ® , 

IMVcSlltíATlON 

, f‘or 

JUL 30 1940 
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I have instrucbed Supervisor H. M, Kitiiball to contact the 
State, War, and Navy Departments, in order to obtain any infomation 
those departmenbs may have concerning Axel Wenner—Gren and T. E, 
Lundholm, 



Inclosure 
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MEMORMDUM 


RE: ÍDOSL ?;MI'ER<-(aiM 


Áccording to availáble information, Jbcel ITenner-Gren was 
born in Sweden in 1881j he attended the University of Griefswald 
on the coast of Poinerania, Germany, and thereafter a commercial 
school in Germany. He thsi retumed to Sweden ahd became head 
of the Swedish Separator Company* 

Áxel ¥enner-Gren proceeded to Wew York in 1908 and there 
entered into business./He reportedly married an Ámerican girl, 
the former Marguerite)<ljiggette of Kansas City, who, it is reported, 
studied operatic singing in Berlin. 

Information has been received that Áxel TJenner-Gren was 
formerly Chairman of the Board of the Hlectrolux Company, world 
renowned manufacttirers of refrigerators, vacutim cleaners and other 
products. Althou^ reportedly succeeded in June of 1938 by the 
present Chaiiman of the Board, Mr. Groff, Wenner-Gren is believed 
to have retained a large interest in the Slectrolux Company. He 
is reportedly the actual head of the Anglo-French Banking Corporation 
and through this source he carries on large operations abroad. 
Infomation was recently received that he owns 90^ of the stock 
of this corporation. 

Eiiformation has been received that Áxel Tïenner-Gren is 
called the "Rockefeller of Sweden” because he is believed to have 
given $7í500,000 for a research institution and ^100,000 for 
anti-aircraft batteries to defend Stockholm. 

According to available information, the Bofors Company, 
which is a large war materials manufacturing concem in Stockholm, 
Sweden, and ifláaich is reportedly the only general industiy 
established in Sweden for the production of canrtons and munitions, 
is largely Tíïenner-GrenJ á and he is the recognized head of this 
company. 


It is interesting to note that information has been 
received from a highly confidential and usually reliáble source, 
that Áxel Tíenner-Gren is closely associated with Field Marshal 
Goering of Germany, T/dio is .reported to have large Swedish munitions 
interests. This close association is allegëdly bome out by the 
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fact that Goering reportedly sent for 'STenner-Gren in order to 
request that he,"Wenner-Gren, use his great influence to bring 
about a cessation of. hostilities in the vrar betvreen Finland 
and Russia, The inevitáble conclusion to this incident, as 
stated by the confidential infoimant, is that the Bofors Company 
had been making large sums of money by selling armaments and 
munitions to the Finns and that a cessation of hostilities 
between Hussia .and Finland was essential to the succVssful 
continuance of the war with the AUies on the part of Germany» 

In this connection information was received from this 
same confidential source that the Swedish heavy armament industry 
is overwhelmed with orders for equipment, a great deal of which 
is for eixport, The industry is capitalized at twenty-seven 
million croTOS and it is reported to have paid a dividend of ll^, 

It is further reported that the value of stock has increased 
Í35^ over previous quotations. Information vías received that 
there is some indication that the heavy armament industry in 
Svíeden is linked with the Nobel group, although Krupp is believed 
to be indirectly an important stockholder, 

The informant advised that it is obviotis that the moneyed 
interests in Sweden had much to gain by the continuance of thê 
Eussian-Finnish ïíar as they were reported to be supplying armaments 
and munitions to Finland, as well as to Germany i'ts war against 
the Allies, Consequently, Germany vías interested in bringing about 
a quick cessation of hostilities in the Russian-Finnish War in 
order that it would receive maximum supplies of armaments and 
munitions from Sweden, 

Information has been received that Wenner-Gren left Sweden 
in his palatial yacht, the ”Southern. Cross”, formerly ovmed by the 
American flyer Hovíard Hughes, just. prior to the outbreak of the 
present European war, being allegedly apprehensive of German 
designs on Svreden, 

On September 3, 1939^ the British ovmed SS AIHIBMIA. was 
. According to available information, the SOUTHEïlN CROSS 


sunk 
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was, at that time, on a voyage from iíorway to ííiami, I'lorida, with 
the owner, ibcel Víenner-Gren, and his wife áboard, Being fearful 
that he might become “taíigled up” in the British "shipping control 
regulations" ¥enner-Gren is reported to have decided to pass 
north of Scotland, rather than via the British east coast and the 
Snglish Channel'* 

Inforraation has been received that shortly before 
9:30 P*M, (GMT) a radio message was intercepted by the radio operator 
áboard the SOUTHERN C5R0SS concerning the sinking^ the SS ATHENI&, 

65 miles away, The' SQUTHBRN CROSS reached the SSMTpïIIA, according 
to available information at 2:30 A*M* \ 

Information has been received from a confidential source 
that the sinking of the SS ATHMIA raay have been effected from the 
SOUTHERH CROSS, However, information received from another confidential 
source indicates that neither the SOUTHERN GEQSS nor her owner and crew 
are believed to have been in any way concerned in the loss of the SS 
ATHBNIA and that they did an efficient rescue job* 

It was deterrained from a confidentiáL source that about 
1939 Axel Tíenner-Gren purchased an estate in Nassau, Bahama láands, 
and has spent consideráble time there during the past year* It was 
reported that he made occasional trips to the United States, us'ually 
utilizing air travel in both dipections* 

According to available information, Asel Wenner-Gren has 
novj' moved all of the fumishings from his Nassau estate, Sifonaation 
has been received from a confidential source that he is presently 
en route to various points on the T/est Coast of the United States and 
to Alaska, In this connection, information has been received from a 
confidential source that Axel T/enner-Gren has transferred the regis- 
tration of his yacht the SOUTHSRN CROSS from a port in Sweden 
to a Panamanian registration* 

According to available information, Tíenner-Gren may now 
be acting as an agent of the German government* It was reported 
despite the fact that originally he m^ have had''anti-Nazi leanings" 
it is believed that due to the fact that he has exbensive holdings 
in countries now under the domination of Germany, he may now be pro-Nazi. 
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The yacht SOUTHSRN CEOSS arrived in Los Angeles at 9í45 
A.M,, July 16, 1940 . Information has been received from a con- 
fidential source that the ship 'mas boarded by United States Immigration 
authorities at lOíOO A.M» and it was fomd that the omner, Axel 
Wenner-Gren, his 'wife and 39 crew members, were on board. It was 
determined that Wenner-Gren and his wife have 60 day landing permits 
issued at Miami, Florida, at an 'unknown date. All creví meiribers were 
granted landing priviieges. Information was received from a 
confidential source that the SOUTHEEIII CRCfíS wiH leave los Angeles 
on Thiirsday, July IS, 1940, for Treasvire Island, San Frantísco, California. 
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Res AXEL L. ïiíEIíNER-GRENj 
ESPIONAGE. _ 

l^ECLA'ISIFIED BY SPaxïvï. /^5 

Subseqúent to the receipt of information from the Bureau 
that AXEL TnEtníER-GREN, the owner of the steam yacht-^'SOTJÍ^RN CROSS", 
was expected to arriYe in Los Angeles Earbor on July l7 'or 18, l^l+O, 
it was discovered, as the Bureau has been informed, that the SOUTHERN 
CROSS actually arrÍYed in Los Angeles Harbor at 9*^5 A.M., July I 6 , 
19 ^ 4 . 0 . Inimediately upon ascertaining this information, a surYeillance 
was'established at the Los Angeles Shipbuilding Company shipyards, 
where the SOUTHERN CROSS was docked, by Special Agents ¥. M. BOTT and 
D. ¥. MAGEE. Another surYeillance was established at the home of 
T. E.|lDNDHOLM, whom it was expected 'WENNER-GREN would contact. These 
surveillances were maintained until the early morning of July 18, I 9 Í+O 
when it was necessary to remove Special Agent D. Yv'. MAGEE from the 
assignment to conduct expedite investigation in the case entitled 
"HAURICE MAlïDELLj Subversive Activities". 

Special Agent W. M. BOTT maintained the surYeÍllance at 
the Los Angeles Shipbuilding Company and Special Agents H. F. ANGELL 
and J. E. STEVíART continued to maintain a surveillance on the home of 
T. E. L'UNDHOLM, awaiting the appearance of 'WENNER-GREN, who had nof 
ye^ been located. At 10:30 A.M. on July I 8 th, a Buick sedan, bearing 
) Í 9 I 4 .O California jilicense nmber 92 ^ 63 , rolled into the shipyards while 
^Agent BOTT was calling the Los Ángeíes office to report, in accordance 
' with previous instructions, and to determiné if ïilENNER-GREN had as yet 
been located. At 11:30 A.M. this same automobile was observed by 
Agent BOTT to leave the shipyards and at this time it was noted that 
an indiYÍdual believed to be ïïEHNER-GREN was in it. There is attached 
a memorandum prepared by Agent BOTT reflecting the surveillance main- 
tained on this . automobile by him until it entered the Paramount Motion- 
Picture Studio. I ^ T “3! ^ 


' ■ fll At the time Agent BOTT called'fJajei,off3|^g3|j|>^L®-0^S?(^*'*^í^9-'*^':- - 

the car had entened the studio entrance, I was ^'iáaláing a taík before / l 
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the Wilshire Chamber of Commeroe. Agent MOSS, upon receiving the 
report from Agent BOTT, called me immediately and I instruoted him to 
have Special Agents H. F. ANGELL, A. R. MILLHR and E. P. HAIR take 
another automobile and report to Agent BOTT immediately. Agent 
STElliART ■was instructed to return to the Bureau offioe in order that he 
would be available to interview complainants and informants as it was 
believed four men could satisfaotorily maintain the stirveillanoe desired 
since WEHNER-'GREN had been located. 

At 6:00 P.M., Agen^^MILLER called me on the telephone and 
advised that ■WENNER-GRElí had/left the Paramount grounds and suggested ' 
it might be desirable to make a discreet check with a representative 
of the studio in the event one vras known to me 'who eould be trusted . 

I immediately communieated 'with T. K. GLENNAN, Studio Manager, and 
asked him to make a oonfidential check of automobiles on the lot to see 
if that in which WEHNER-GREN had been observed to enter was still on 
the premises. He subsequently commxmicated 'with iae by telephone and 
advised that he had checked the entire lot and was unable to locate 
that automobile. This infomation was conveyed to Agent MILLER and I 
asked him to contact GLEHNAN personally and make a thorough check. 

This was done and it was determined that the car was not on the prem- 
ises. I therefore instructed Agents BOTT and ANGELL to return to the 
Lqs Angeles Shipyards and Agents MILLER and HAIR to proceed to the home 
of T. E. LDNDHOIM. 

At 12:30 A.M., July I 9 , 19Í}.0, the SOIJTHERN CROSS left Los 
Angeles Harbor for San Francisco and.it was detemiined definitely by 
the Immigration authorities that AXEL 'WENNER-GREN was on board. The 
San Francisco office was accordingly advised of the departure and of 
the presence of the o'wner aboard the vessel. 

Reviewing the facts and endeavoring to reconstruct what 
apparently happened, the only conclusion whioh oan be drawn is that' 
during the short period of time in vdiich Agent BOTT was telephoning 
the offioe the automobile in whioh ■WENNER-GREN was riding, which is 
ovmed by BEN/|PIAZZA, a talent soout for R.K.O. Studios, must have been 
driven into •lihe Paramount Studio, possibly in error, the chauffeur be- 
lieving it to be the entrance to R.K.O. Studios, which is around the 
oorner, and having asoertained his mistake upon being checked by the 
guard at the entrance, made a oircle around the building immediately 
inside the entrance to the Paramount Studio, returned dovm. Lemon Street, 
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made a -right 'burn, during *fche few seconds in which Ageirfc BOTT was no'fc 
observing *fche in'fcersec'fcioïi of Lemoii and Tan líess .S’fcree'bs* This is, 
of course, only an asstimption, but in view of subsequent deTelopments 
and“the fact that the main entrance of the Paramount Studios, located 
on Marathon Street, is not used by automobiles, it appears to be "what 
probably happened. It should also be noted that the records at the 
Paramount Studio gate reflect the license numbers'of all automobiles 
entering and the identity of the occupants. The records fail to reflect 
the entrance of an automobile vdth the license number of that occupied 
by YÍEMER-GREÏf and do not reflect the name of VyENIiíER--GRE]J or BEN PIAZZA# 

Agent BOTT, I believe, exercised proper judgment in not 
entering the Paramount Studio after the automobile, since, as he indi- 
cated in his memorandum, he would have to identify himself in order to 
gain entrance. It also seems to me that he did the proper thing in 
calling the office to get assistance to maintain the surveillance since 
he was fairly sure that the car was within the Paramount Studio. It 
should also be noted that Agent BOTT advised me that at the time the 
automobile entered the studio it was approximately 12:50 PiM. and the 
first thought which occurred to him Viras that the occupants were going 
into the studio for a luncheon engagement and that while they were en- 
gaged in having lunch other Agents would have an opportxmity to get to 
the scene. 


In endeavoring to determine how the error could have been 
avoided, it is indicated that had Agent BOTT waited a fev/ minutes be- 
forb* calling the office, assuming that the reconstruction is a proper 
one, he would have observed the car retuming down Lemon Street, but 
it is noted that Agent BOTT did wait for a short period of time prior 
to calling the Los Angeles office and I do not believe that he should 
be criticized for not having waited a fev/ minutes longer. 

It is very obvious that the happening could have been 
avoided had two Agents been engaged on this surveillance rather than 
one. As previously indicated, up until the morning of July I8th two 
Agents had been engaged on the surveillance at the shipyards and two 
at the LUNDHOLM residence and the only reason one of these was taken 
off was because of an expeditious investigation which the Bureau had 
instructed be given expeditious and immediateiattention. In order 
that the Bureau may better determine whether twp Agents could have 
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been assigned, I am listiag the Agents assigned to this offioe ‘with 
the assignments on which they were engaged during the moming of July 
I8th, I 9 Í+O: 


H. F. AlíGELL - Surveillance at home of T. E. LTJMDHOLM. 

K. E. AHGELL - In-Servioe Training, Washington, D. C. 

W. M. BOTT - As indicated. 

M. M. BRIGHT - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHHE, 
night shift. 

E. W. BROTJH - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE, 
day shift. 

S. E; DEHlíIS - Cheoking reoords of Telephone Company 
for telephone calls from home of T.E. 
LMDHOIM in an effort to trace LDHDHOLM'S 
contacts for possible location of YíEroER- 
GREH. 

J.G. PINDLAY - In-Service Training, ïJashington, D. C. 

E. P. HAIR - Interviewing complainants in Los Angeles 
office. 

R. H. HALLERBERG - Technical surveillance. 

J. D. G. HOMER - Teohnical surveillance. 

J. J. HORGAN - Technical surveillanoe. 

A. D. HORN - In courtj kidnaping oasê. 

J. F. HYNES - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE, 
day shift. 

I. J. KELLOGG - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE, 

day shift. 

G. D. KING - Surveillanoe of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE, night 
shift. 

D. Vir. MAGEE - Previously indicated. 

M. W. McPARLIN - Assistant Speoial Agent in Charge. 
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A. R. MILLER - In charge of case, coordiuating agent 
and also interviewing complainants in 
office. 

J. P. MOHR - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE - night 
shift. 

H. K. MOSS - Supervising general intelligence cases in 
office. 

T. M. MULHERIN - Surveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHiíE - 
day shift. 

M. B. MYERSON - In-Service Training, Washington, D. C. 

D. L. O’COHNOR - Under transfer but not arrived. 

W. H. OSBORNE - Conducting expedite applicant investi- 
gations - badly delinquent. 

V. I. PARRY - Assisting Special Agent D. Ví. 1ÍA.GEE. 

W. S. RICH - Worked entire preceding night to 8i00 A.M. 

on technical surveillance; left for 
Washington, D. C. that evening. 

J. H. ROCHE - Surveillance on Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE - 
night shift. 

J. C. SLOANE - Aati-trust investigationj speoial case. 

M. L. SMALL - Interviewing OQmplainants. 

H. A. SMITH - Handling expedite espionage case involving 
one HARMS, G. J. BOHLER and ALFRED WURZIACí 
leaving this country on S.S. HEIYO MARU. 

Also endeavoring to become familiar with 
supervision of G. I. cases as Agent MOSS 
then under transfer to Washington Pield office. 

M. SOROLA - Civil assignment only. 

J. E. STEíTART - Surveillance on T. E. LUNDHOLM. 

F. G. TILLMfilí - At Catalina Island endeavoring to deter- 
mine identity of one HAEMS, subject in 
espionage case mentioned above. 

C. VAN DERVEER - Su3rveillance of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE - 
night shift. 

R. H. WILLIAMS - Surveillanoe of Dr. HERBERT HOEHNE - 
night shift. 
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ít should also be noted that at the present time it is 
neoessary for at least four agents to be in this offioe at all times 
during the day in order that the people oalling in person and on the 
telephone may reoeive attention. 


Reviewing the faots, it is my opinion that if there is any 
oritioism ooming to this offioe for the loss of TiVEMER-GREIí on this 
surveillanoe it should be direoted to me rather than to Agent BOTT for 
having failed to assign two Agents to the surveillanoe. 


AC:MO 

Enolosure, 







Los Ángeles, California 
Juiy 22, 1940 
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Re: SIEVEILLANCE OF BUICK SEDAN 

BEARING 1940 CALIFOHNIA PLATES 
9 X 9165, ON JULY 18, 1940. 


On the moming of July 18, 1940, the writer was covering the 
Los Angeles Shipyards and Dry Dock Corporation at San Pedro, California, 
in an effort to determine the activities and contacts of 
AXEL VíENNER-GREN, owner of the steam yacht ”South!ern Cross” which was 
docked in the shipyards at the time. At 11.30 A.M. a Buick sedan 
bearing 1940 California license plates 9X 9165 and driven by a liveried 
chauffeur left the shipyards with a gentleman passenger in the front 
seat and two middle-aged ladies in the rear of the sedan. The gentle- 
man in the front seat strongly resembled a photograph of VíENNER-GREN 
which had been secured from an issue of TIME magazine. 

In view of this fact, Agent followed the car in question from 
San Pedro to Torrance, Caíifomia, to Hollywood, California, a distance 
of approximately thirty miles. Upon arriving on the outskirts of 
Hollywood, the Buick sedan traveled north on Van Ness Avenue, across 
Melrose Avenue, a main thoroughfare, and turned west on Lemon Street 
v/hich is three blocks north and runs parallel to Melrose Avenue. Agent 
was familiar with Lemon Street and knew that it was a ‘'dead-end” street 
leading to one of the entrances to the Paramount motion picture studio, 
and that if the car did not enter the studio, it would have to retum 
ultimately to Van Ness Avenue via Lemon Street. Ishen agent arrived at 
the corner of Van Ness Avenue and Lemon Street, Agent stopped his car in 
the heavy traffic on Van Ness Avenue and noted that the Buick sedan was 
at that time in the center of Lemon Street afthe entrance to the studio. 
By this time it was 12.30 P.M. Agent immediately parked his car approxi- 
mately sixty feet north of Lemon Street on the east side of.Van Ness 
Avenue, the only parking space available, keeping the intersection of 
Van Ness Avenue and Lemon Street under observation. As previously stated, 
traffic was heavy on Van Ness Avenue at the time, but there was no traffic 
on Lemon Street although both sides of Lemon Street were occupied by 
parked automobiles. After parking his car, Agent ran across Van Ness to 
Lemon Street. This required less than a minute. On arriving at the 
eastem end of Lemon Street, Agent looked westward on Lemon Street toward 
the studio entrance, a distance of approximately an averalfe city block, 
and noted that the sedan was not in sight and that it was not parked 
outside of the studio on Lemon Street, 

The ma'ip entrance through which ordinary business and visitors to the 
studio are conducted is located on Marathon Street, two blocks south and 
approximately two blocks west from the corner of Lemon Street and Van Ness 
Avenue. Executives of the Paramount Company, movie stars, and important 
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■visitors who park their automobiles inside the studio groxmds, use the 
Lemon Street entrance. Agent was cognizant of this fact, having 
accompanied prominent persons to the studio in an official capacity in 
the past, 

Owing to the discreet nature of the surveiUance being conducted 
in the instant case and the prominence of the subject, Agent did not deem 
it advisable to contact the studio conceming the car in question as it 
would have been necessary for Agent to have disclosed his identity in 
order to have obtained any information or to have entered the studio grounds 
Agent also recalled that there viere other vehicvilar entrances to the studio 
on líarathon Street, adjacent to the main office entrance, which could not 
be seen from Van Ness and Lemon Streets and which woiAld have to be covered 
in order to observe the WENNER-GREN party should they leave the studio via 
the Marathon Street gates. 

Agent waited at the corner of Van Ness and Lemon Streets for a minute 
or two, and observing nothing, ran to a market located on the west side of 
Van Ness Street approximately sixty feet north of Lemon Street, for the 
purpose of advising the Los Angeles Bureau Office of developments and 
requesting additional agents to cover the Marathon Street entrances. 

V/hile en route to the market, which required only a second or two of time, 
Agent kept the East end of Lemon Street vinder observation. The public 
pay station telephone in the market was located on the south wall of the 
store, approximately four feet west of the Van Ness Street sidewalk. The 
market is open across the entire front. Agent called the Los Angeles 
office v/ithout experiencing any unusual delay, and advised Special Agent 
H. K. MOSS of the situation. On being advised that agents would be sent 
to Van Ness and Lemon Streets immediately, Agent returned to the corner 
of Van Ness and Lemon Street and kept ttie entrance to the studio under 
constant surveillance. Agent checked the drivewáys of the houses on both 
sides of Lemon Street and a small public garage on the north side of Lemon 
Street with negative results. This was accomplished from the sidewalk, 
which permitted Agent to keep the studio entrance under observation. The 
only period of time during víhich Lemon Street was not under actual sur- 
veillance was the time required to telephone and this could not have 
exceeded approximately two minutes. 

Approximately an hour later, 1,30 P»M,, Agents MILLER, HAIR, and 
ANGELL arrived at the comer of Lemon and Van Ness Streets, Agents HAIR 
and MILLER then covering the Lemon Street entrance to the studio while 
Agents ANGELL and BOTT covered the Marathon Street gates to the studio. 
Surveillance was maintained over all these entrances until approximately 
6 P.M. when Agent MILLER was instructed to contáct the studio relative to 
the car in question. Agent MILLER ascertained that there was no record 
of the car ê^ntering the studio and that the car was not in the studio at 
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the time of Agent MILLER’S inquiry and that no one apparently knew 
anything concerning TiVENNER-GREN'S visit to 1110 studio, 

On receiving this inforniation, Agents BOTT and ANGELL were directed 
to proceed to the Los Angeles' Shipyards and Dry Dock Corporation, 

San Pedro, California, where they arrived at approximately 7 P.M. and 
remained on duty until 12.30 A.M., July 19, 1940, at which time the 
'•Southem Cross" left Los Angeles harbor for San Francisco with 
VJENNER-GREN and his party aboard. In view of the fact that Subject was 
not seen between 7 P.M. and the hour of the departure of the "Southern 
Cross", it is evident that he retumed to his yacht prior to 7 P.M, on 
July 18, 1940. 

A reference sketch showing the lay-out of the streets and studios 
in the vicinity of Van Ness and Lemon Streets is being attached hereto. 


Respectftilly submitted, 

W. M. BOTT 
Special Agent 
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